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BREAKFAST ROUNDTABLES 
WITH PRESIDENT SAMARASEKERA 


President Samarasekera invites students to join her for breakfast 
and an open discussion on topics of interest to you. 


When: Friday, March 16, 2007, 7:30 am to 8:30 am 
Where: Saskatchewan Room, Faculty Club, 11435 Saskatchewan Drive 


Register to attend at waw.president.ualberta.calrsup 
Enter event code: 1011 


The deadline to register is Monday, March 12, 2007. 


For further information, please contact: 
Events Coordinator, Office of the President 
Phone: 492-1525 


MARKET RESEARCH INTERVIEWER 
/ 
4 


* Conduct interviews over the telephone from our centrally 


TREND 
¥, RESEARCH 


located call centre, accurately enter data into a computer 
system. 
¢ Absolutely no sales involved. 
* Position requires excellent telephone manner and typing skills. 
¢ Flexible scheduling with shift choices. 
* Company benefits plan. 
¢ $10.50 / hour to start, with performance based reviews. 


Please mail, fax or email your resume to: 
2nd Floor, 10304 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 1L9 
Fax: 780-485-5085 
Email: HR@TrendResearch.ca 
Phone: 780-485-6558 


TREND HIRES ON AN ONGOING BASIS 


Feeling Lost? 


Come to Gateway Opinion meetings on Thursdays at 4 pm. 


There will be gross blue milk for all.* 


opinion@gateway.ualberta.ca 
*note: no actual beverages provided 
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* for throwing elbows in large, tightly 


' [have much more to offer employers: 


tuesday, 6 march, 2007 


More women needed, stat 


Proportional representation among the sexes needed in Parliament as well 


ELIZABETH 
MCMILLAN 


f there’s a female candidate in 
| an election, I’ll vote for her over 

male counterparts. I'll do this 
regardless of prior experience, proven 
ability or even ideology. I'll do this 
because there aren’t enough women in 
politics, and because this isn’t going to 
change unless someone takes a chance 
and people support her potential. 

Do women deserve a position just 
because they’re women? Yes. Politics is 
something that people learn by doing. 
Given the chance, women have equal 
ability to every man running. 

Fourteen years after Kim Campbell 
became a shortlived female prime 
minister, the Canadian political land- 
scape still is the old boys’ club it’s always 
been. Since 1993, there’s only been a 
two per cent increase in the number of 
female Members of Parliament. Today, 
women hold 64 out of a possible 308 
seats. Odd, isn’t it, that 51 per cent of 
the population account for only 20 per 
cent of elected representatives? More 
like unacceptable. By continuing to 
produce male governments, we never 
succeed in changing the status quo. We 
need representatives who actually rep- 
resent the population. 

Around the world, the proportion 


of women in governments was 16 per 
cent in 2005. Here in Canada, we're 
nowhere close to the stated parliamen- 
tary goal of 30 per cent women MPs. 
Zero to 30—much less 50—doesn’t 
happen overnight, but at this rate, it’s 
going to take forever. 

Therefore something drastic needs to 
be done. In every level of Canadian pol- 
itics, white males are a dime a dozen. 
Even if they do their job well, theyre 
still doing the same thing that’s always 
been done. If male candidates are in 
fact concerned about equity, why aren’t 
they campaigning for someone else? 

I would rather see women elected 
now than wait for a time when all 
female candidates are deemed ready 
for office. | would rather give a woman 
experience than agree with what she 
does. Giving women the opportunity 
to hold powerful positions opens the 
door for other women to do the same. 

I didn’t used to think this way. But 
nothing will change unless female 
politicians stay vocal and become 
more expected, less exceptional. I’d 
like to believe that gender is no longer 
an issue, but even in student politics, 
that’s far from the case. Having female 
presidents of the Students’ Union and 
University doesn’t exempt us from 
trends that go beyond campus. 

Realistically, it's not surprising 
that women aren’t in a rush to put 
their names on ballots. There are few 
female role models in politics right 
now to begin with, and the women 
who do enter into the political arena 
are either vilified or objectified. 


Strong, vocal women are bitchy, not 
respected. Women aren’t taken seri- 
ously, instead criticized for being too 
serious; not feminine enough; poorly 
dressed; lesbian. 

The opposite is no more promising. 
Intergovernmental Affairs Minister 
Rona Ambrose gets more attention 
for her hair than her policies. When 
Belinda Stronach crossed the floor to 
join the Liberal Party, she was called 
a whore, a prostitute and a dipstick, 
among other things. 

Ever since, Stronach’s image and 
sexual relationships have garnered 
more headlines than the politics of 
any woman in Ottawa. Either way, 
women are dismissed because their 


female bodies don’t fit into the typi- 
cal political suits. Student politics is 
one arena that should be open to new 
faces. No one SU member is going to 
change the world. Even the most dedi- 
cated individual can only achieve lim- 
ited success during their year in office, 
and students will be hard-pressed to 
find significant ideological differ- 
ences between platforms in any given 
year. Except maybe, the serious lack of 
female candidates. There’s only one 
woman running. For six positions. 
That’s right: next year will be an 
all-male executive, with the possible 
exception of the president. The best 
we can hope for is people who care 
about their job and represent students 
well—but maybe it’s time we realized 
that gender diversity isn’t the end of 
the world; in fact, may be the much- 
needed end to politics as we know it. 


The days of political goonery are no more 


PAUL 
KNOECHEL 


he secret ballot, a cornerstone 

| practice in this great demo- 
cratic experiment of ours, has 

gone and broken my heart. For the lon- 


| gest time, I had no idea where my path 


would take me in terms of a career. 
Despite years in university and a child- 
hood full of, “So, what do you want to 
do when you grow up?” I was at a loss; 
that is, until I was struck by revelation. 
And by revelation, I mean an elbow. 

It was right to the side of the face, 


_ outofnowhere, during an Alexisonfire 
, concert when I was trying to enjoy 


the group’s soothing punk-rock styl- 
ings. To make a long story short, I 
discovered that I myself had a knack 


packed crowds. 

So what does this have to do with 
my career aspirations? Throwing 
elbows isn’t usually the most sought 
after skill in the world, after all. Well, 


I’m adequately competent in almost all 
tasks, large enough to be intimidating 
to small children, boring enough to 
be inconspicuous—and, after count- 
less hours of playing Grand Theft Auto, 
am completely lacking in any form of 
morals. Enter in my interest of politics 
and my contempt for most of the popu- 
lace, and I’m set to be the perfect right- 
hand man of the corrupt politician. 
Yes, political goonery seemed like 
the ideal line of work for me. Most of 
the time you run assistant-like chores: 
get coffee, copy this, call person X and 


so forth. But every so often, it’s broken 
up by the likes of, go blackmail this 
person, bribe that union, and whatnot. 
So imagine my disappointment when I 
discovered that the golden age of voter 
intimidation ended in 1874, when 
the Government of Canada officially 
adopted the secret ballot a mere seven 
years after Confederation. 

Almost any other point in history 
would have served me beautifully for 
the lifestyle of a political goon. Of the 
thousands of years 
without democracy, all I would have 
had to do is make sure that the peas- 
ants were good and afraid of A) being 
invaded, and B) the men at the top. In 
the first Western democracy in Athens, 


humans existed 


for example, there were a lot less people 
that could vote—and therefore less 
people to intimidate and coerce. 

Even in the age of modern democ- 
racy, balloting used to be a public event, 
with crowds of voters shouting out 
support for one candidate or another. 
These crowds were rife with goons of 
one affiliation or another, intimidat- 
ing as many people as they could into 
vote for their side. Imagine how well 
my elbow-throwing skills would have 
served me then. Now what am I sup- 
posed to do with it? A useful skill no 
doubt—but hardly a career. 

I suppose that’s the ever-changing 
face of democracy. Judging by the 
replies I've been getting back from 


wy 


| levels of government, there are no 
plans to bring back oral balloting. But 
that doesn’t mean I’m giving up on 
my political aspirations. There’s still 
plenty of money to be “collected,” 
bribes to be placed and ballot boxes 
to be stuffed. I’m glad that there’s still 
plenty of electoral and political corr- 


uption out there—I just wish it was 
still out in the open enough that I’d 
get to toss some elbows into the mix. 


Tue BURLAP 


CK 


Being a political apathist myself, 
‘ve tried to avoid the Coke issue as 
best | can, but it seems that even 
an ignoramus like myself isn't safe 
rom the leviathan grip of the politi- 
cal machine. But since I've gotten 
involved, it’s become apparent that 
Coke has crossed a line. 
The other day, | ventured down 
into SUB Mart to quench my thirst 
with a delicious, refreshing bottle of 
Barq’s-brand Root Beer. It really has 
bite, you know. Much to my dismay, 
however, something had gone awry. 
As my fingertips massaged the little 
plastic cap in a counter-clockwise 
wist, | discovered the source of the 
rouble: Coca-Cola has changed 
heir bottle caps. 

Have you seen this shit? The tall, 
proud caps from days of yore are no 
more! The friction-friendly ribbed 
surfaces have been replaced by a 
pale imitation of their former selves, 
pathetic, stubby caps that my manly 
digits can’t hope to tackle. How does 
Coke even hope for me to get at the 
sweet, succulent elixirencased within 
itstapered crystal temple when| can't 
even get the goddamned lid off? 

ark my words, Cola-boys. You've 
made yourselves a powerful enemy 
today. Were | able to choose Mug 
Root Beer on campus, | now would, 
but consider my switching from bot- 
tles to cans amessage: my corporate 
beverage desires are not to be trifled 
with—into the sack you go! 


MIKE KENDRICK 
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Obey your beverage agreement! 


JONN 
KMECH 


been weighed down by political 
mudslinging, 
and cartoon Colombian buoyancy, 
there’s one side of the Coke debate 
that students haven't had a chance 


E the midst of a debate that’s 


bylaw malarkey 


to consider—a choice that’s integral 
to their ability to make an educated, 
unbiased choice in the next two days. 
That is, the smooth, crystal-clear taste 
of an ice-cold Coca-Cola, and the 
image associated with drinking one. 
T urge the students of this University 
to vote with their taste buds and take 
an invigorating swig of Coke. 

As students, we can’t just consume 
any run-of-the-mill carbonated liquid. 
Coke isn’t just some cold beverage at 
our University, it’s the cold bever- 
age, as sanctioned by written decree 
and without question of any alleged 
human rights or 
abuses. I highly doubt that a lesser cor- 
porate machine could deliver a more 
delicious perspiring bottle of flavoured 
sugar water to a student body eager to 
quench his or her powerful thirst for 
satisfying sales quotas. 

I can’t worry about pesticides in 
Indian drinks if I myself am being 
violated by briefly having to consider 
consuming an inferior cold beverage. 
Still, | sympathize with supporters of 
SAKCoke for their noble fight against 
the corporation’s tyranny and extend 


environmental 


gateway literary contest 


categories: 


my hand to them. And in that hand isa 
cold glass of The Real Thing. Seriously, 
have they tried it? Because if they did, 
they’d understand the savoury good- 
ness that Coke Yes is so crazy about— 
and what causes them feverishly to 
push their pro-Coke agenda without 
making an attempt to consider facts 
or opinions on their opponents’ side. 
Unfortunately, SAKCoke is the victim 
in that case, and not prone to such 
partisan shenanigans itself—and I 
respect them for that. 

Their ability to inform students 
without bias by plastering our campus’ 
doors and bathroom walls with stick- 
ers is commendable, and will certainly 
drive a multi-billion dollar empire 
away from the University, as well as 
grant the Colombians the freedom to 
choose which of the many other death 
squads in Colombia gets to kidnap 
their families. 

But I digress. If not Coke, then who 
would we consider to satisfy our liquid 
assets? Pepsi? Blind taste tests have 
shown that when compared, Coca- 
Cola and Pepsi-Cola are both syrup- 
based acidic brown beverages with no 
nutritional content whatsoever, offered 
by gigantic multinationals with a huge 
global reach and little concern for the 
little man. As such, I’m skeptical as to 
whether Pepsi has the potential to offer 
the same selection of cola, diet cola, 


1 Short Fiction (under 1500 words) 
2 Really Short Fiction (under 150 words) 


3 Haiku 

4 Sonnet 

5 Limerick 

6 Photography 


* Deadline Extended to Sunday 11 March at 6pm 


lemon-lime, assorted juice and filtered- 
water products to our campus, along 
with similarly questionable business 
practices in India and Myanmar. 

Most criminally, Pepsi would proba- 
bly lock the students into some oppres- 
sive binding contract where they're 
forced to pay $1.75 for water that bears 
an elegant, soothing name. And would 
you really want to see the day when 
your children attend a U of A campus 
that offers Dasani and Aquafina? I 
know I don’t. 

Remember, the slogan is “Always 
Coca-Cola,” not “Probably Coca-Cola, 
as long as we can keep our scholar- 
ships” or “Stop Coca-Cola so we can 
stay on our moral high horse.” So the 
next time the heavenly aura of the red 
label lies vertical to your mouth, just 
remember that your vote for this non- 
binding plebiscite—which will likely 
be decided by just a fifth of the student 
population—amatters. 

So you can either pledge to keep 
the smooth taste of the drink associ- 
ated with said label and its associates 
flowing down your throat for years to 
come, or demand that, in the future, 
you can buy virtually the same prod- 
ucts with different labels from a differ- 
ent corporation for the same price. The 
choice truly is yours, in the sense that 
the University and SU will do whatever 
they want in the end anyways. 


r 


Have you always wanted to see your ramblings published on newsprint? Twelve thousand pieces of 
newsprint? Well, friends, you're in luck-the Gateway has a circulation of 12 000, is totally printed 
on newsprint and wants to publish your writing. 


This contest is open to any U of A student who can string a sentence together or snap a picture, 
~ and who isn’t currently a Gateway volunteer. Winners will have their writing published, and we'll 


even throw in some fantastic prizes. 


Entries will be judged on creativity and style. Submissions must be original, cannot have been 
published previously, and will not be considered if they are hateful in nature. Submit your entries 
to managing@gateway.ualberta.ca or bring them to 3-04 SUB by 4 March, 2007. Contestants may 
only enter once per category. Please include your name, program and year, and e-mail address. 
Unfortunately, entries will not be returned. 
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This years SU election 
will be a joke indeed 


MIKE 
SMITH 


any university students 
are keen to ridicule the 
Students’ Union elections, 


and with the minimal voter turn- 
out among students in the elections 
process, it’s hardly a wonder why. 
A particularly good example of the 
mockery comes from so-called joke 
candidates. But joke candidates can 
have a positive effect, helping pro- 
mote debate and raise awareness 
about the elections process. And 
sometimes they’re actually funny. 
Joke candidates are an official part of 
our electoral process and are regulated 
by the same bylaws and rules that other 
candidates must abide by, even if they 
cannot be elected. But this year, the 
elections are bordering on the ridicu- 
lous. Of the 17 candidates running in 
this election, five are joke candidates— 
and that’s just the official ones. Even 
worse, the positions of Vice-President 
(External) and VP (Student Life) really 
only have one candidate each, as the 
second candidate is a joke candidate. 
As much as I think Soundwave 
would make an effective VP given 
his experience under Megatron, 
these candidates don’t raise aware- 
ness of elections for me in any positive 
manner. Instead, it merely reinforces 


my belief that the state of student 
politics at our university is ludicrous. 
Equally as distressing is the very real 
cost we're paying for these candidates’ 
campaigns. Each joke candidate, ifthey 
use up their allotted funding, will cost 
the students of this school $350-375, 
meaning they could leave the SU on 
the hook for over $1400. 

Now, I know this question is proba- 
bly asked a lot in regards to the SU, but 
is this really what my dues are going 
to? I mean, if we really want to throw 
away money so frivolously, just leave 
the Powerplant open another year— 
which, at this rate, is losing more than 
$1400 every week. 

We mustn’t be too quick to blame 
any one person or organization, how- 
ever. It’s not really the joke candidates’ 
faults—they’re just operating under 
the system stated in the electoral regu- 
lations for their own amusement and 
the amusement of their fellow stu- 
dents. Rather, it’s the fault of people 
not taking elections seriously—and 
who can blame them? The joke candi- 
dates ultimately aren’t funny in terms 
of how we view our student elections; 
at least, I’m not laughing. 

The only positive thing I can think 
of for this many joke candidates is that 
it allows us to delude ourselves into 
thinking this is an effective part of 
the democratic process. Last year, two 
candidates—A manda Henry and Chris 
Samuel—ran completely unopposed, 
which didn’t feel very democratic at 
all. And we wouldn’t want to make our 
student electorate feel disillusioned or 
apathetic about the system, would we? 


4 LINE EDITORS 


The Gateway is accepting applications for the following line editor 


positions** for the 


2007/2008 publishing year: 


MANAGING EDITOR 


SENIOR NEWS EDITOR 
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR 


OPINIO 


PHOTO 


portion of the job 


All terms run from1 


N EDITOR 


SPORTS EDITOR 
ARTS & ENTERTAIN 


ENT EDITOR 
EDITOR 


DESIGN & PRODUCTION EDITOR 


May 2007 to 30 April 2008. The full-time paid 
uns from mid-August to the end of April. Six 
issues of the Gateway will be produced over the summer months. 
All line editors will be expected to train on at least three of the six 


summer issues (unl 


an honorarium of $1 


ries for each positi 


ess granted leave by the hiring committee) for 
0O/issue. In their full-time capacities, the sala- 
on are as follows: Managing and Senior News 


will receive $1549.50* per month; all other line editors will receive 


$1222.00* per mon 


h. Please note that candidates may apply for 


no more than two (2) positions, except by special dispensation of 
the Line Editor Selection Committee. Applicants should submit a 
covering letter, resumé and portfolio to Gateway Business Man- 
ager (Steve Smith, 492-6669, biz@gateway.ualberta.ca) by 


noon on Friday, 9 


March 2007. Only shortlisted candidates will 


be contacted for interviews. 


* Pay will be adjusted for CPI over the summer and may increase. 


“« Complete job descriptions (subject to change)are available at www.gateway.valberta.ca/gsjs 
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Students Helping Students 


Is your bank account empty? 
Tired of eating Kraft Dinner? 
At the student loan maximum? 


If you answered yes to one or more of these questions you 
may be eligible for the Access Fund. Please come into the 
Student Financial Aid Information Centre to find out more. 


The Access Fund is non-repayable 
undergraduate financial assistance. 


» 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBEATA 


if 


492.3483 | accessfund@su.ualberta.ca | 1-80 SUB 


Gateway Comics: Some Skill Required * 


* Skills include: being raised by wolves, dressing 
provocatively, batting one's eyelashes, discovering 
wrinkles in time, the ability to save dogs from drowning, 
turtle-hunting, succumbing to peer pressure, being 
water soluble, taking a dump and, um, drawing ... if 
you can't do that other stuff. 
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An all-too convenient excuse 


Our political and business leaders need to face up to the truth and put the 
environment ahead of the economy—and it starts with Alberta's oil sands 


here was once a time when 
Posneun it was thought that we could 

never exhaust our natural 
capital, simply because there was so 
much of it. The development of the 
Alberta oil sands over the last several 
decades has served to illustrate how 
wrong that assumption is. Thankfully, 
Canadians from all parts of the coun- 
try are getting the message of how 
critical the state of the environment 
is, both for our own preservation and, 
by extension, the overall health of our 
economy. Simply put, an uninhabit- 
able world is not a friendly place to 
conduct commerce. 

Unfortunately, this message is lost 
on the business-friendly government 
of Alberta and the oil companies who 
are seeking a five-fold increase in oil 
sands development. In addition to 
permanently destroying vast boreal 
forests in what is no less than an open- 
pit mining operation, the barrels of oil 
we sell so cheaply serve to undercut 
the need for conservation in both 
countries. Why would they reduce 
their consumption of oil knowing that 
Alberta is willing to give them all the 
oil they need, regardless of how much 
greenhouse gas it produces? 

The current sitting in Parliament 
is a clear indication of how impor- 
tant the environment has become to 
Canadians. The three opposition par- 
ties have even passed a bill requiring 
the Canadian government to fulfill its 


obligations under the Kyoto Protocol, 
despite Harper’s insistence that the 
goals cannot be met. 

Although difficult, these require- 
ments are nothing short of interna- 
tional law, and this country has an 
obligation at least to try and achieve 
them. If this requires us to purchase 
emission credits from elsewhere in 
the world, then so be it. We can take 
solace in the fact that our negligence 
in enacting standards for industry, 
specifically in Alberta, will at least 
reduce the amount of carbon dioxide 
emitted elsewhere in the world by the 
purchase of credits. 


Current production 
has made much of 
northern Alberta into 
an eerie moonscape, 
where an area the 
size of Maryland and 
Virginia combined 
are forever altered to 
quench our addiction 
to oil. 


Here in Alberta, a familiar story 
is unfolding Premier Ed Stelmach 
went on television to announce that 
Alberta will proceed with oil sands 
development in just the same haphaz- 
ard manner as his predecessor Ralph 
Klein. In the same greedy fashion, he 
pretty much told the rest of Canada to 
back off of regulation that might make 
industry responsible to Alberta and 
the rest of the country. No planning 
needed—just the assumption that the 
social and environmental problems 


will simply rectify themselves. 

Current production has made much 
of northern Alberta into an eerie 
moonscape, where an area the size of 
Maryland and Virginia combined are 
forever altered to quench our addic- 
tion to oil. And let’s not forget that the 
oil companies are destroying whole 
forests at a remarkable rate in order to 
get the oil out, so in addition to the 
higher environmental toll attributable 
to the production of heavy oil, we also 
loose the carbon offset afforded by 
hundreds of kilometres of trees. Take a 
look at this new Alberta landscape on 
Google Maps—it’s truly staggering. 

The Kyoto Protocol is about absolute 
reductions, rather than the “inten- 
sity” targets for increased efficiency 
espoused by Harper and Stelmach’s 
Conservative governments. If we 
agree—and most people now do— 
that we emit too many greenhouse 
gases into the atmosphere, then noth- 
ing short of absolute reductions will 
suffice. 

Intensity targets simply mean that 
for every barrel of oil produced, there 
is to be a reduction in the amount of 
emissions released. This dishonest 
approach falls apart when we con- 
sider that the US and Alberta govern- 
ments are being seriously persuaded 
to increase oil sands production five 
times over. 

In a recent article in the Globe and 
Mail, it was estimated that the amount 
of net emissions under Harper’s 
intensity targets would increase by 
an astounding 248 per cent (based on 
2000 levels) if all the approved proj- 
ects proceed. I’m no mathematician, 
but the government’s insistence that 
it plans to deal effectively with global 
warming is sounding more and more 
like hot air. 


Oh, the Humanities building! 


“Your caffeine-fuelled, end-of-term freak-out will likely 
produce far worse symptoms than those described 
above. However, the fact remains that any increase 
in CO, concentration is unhealthy, and as someone 
who usually spends several hours every day in this 
building, I have reason to be concerned.” 


MELISSA 
PRIESTLEY 


or those of you who regularly 
f spend time in the Humanities 

Centre, you may want to think 
about changing your major. 

As you may have heard by now, 
one of the building’s main fans pow- 
ering the circulation system broke 
over Reading Week. The system isn’t 
out for good, but it’s currently runn- 
ing at only about half-power. This 
has resulted in patchy, partial heat- 
ing throughout the building. Some 
rooms are freezing and drafty, others 
are hot and stuffy. But have no fear, 
boys and girls, for the problem will 
be solved—in a few months. 

I can deal with a room that’s a little 
too chilly or warm. Sweaters, for 
example, are wonderful devices that 
can be put on or removed as needed. 
Before the fan went out, many of my 
classes were already sub-zero, so I 
haven't noticed too much of a differ- 
ence. But what I have trouble accept- 
ing is the other consequence of ailing 
circulation: lack of proper carbon 
dioxide ventilation. 

With the system running at half 
power, CO, isn't getting ventilated 


from the building as fast as it should, 
and has therefore started accumulat- 
ing. Elevated levels of CO, in the air 
can cause numerous effects on the 
human body, including hypercapnia, 
which lowers the body’s shivering 
threshold and increases core cooling 
rate. As you can guess, this messes 
with the body’s temperature regula- 
tion, the effects of which will only be 
intensified in rooms that are already 
too hot/cold. It can also cause flushed 
skin, irregular heartbeat, muscle 
twitches and higher blood pressure. 
In severe cases, symptoms include 
disorientation, panic, hyperventila- 
tion, convulsions, unconsciousness 
and even death. 

Now I’m not saying that you'll die 
if you spend time in the Humanities 
Centre—unless, perhaps, you're a 
philosophy grad student. CO, levels 
would have to be 40 times higher 
than they usually are, and you would 
have to spend prolonged periods of 
time in this environment. 

Your caffeine-fuelled, end-of-term 
freak-out will likely produce symp- 
toms far worse than those described 


above. However, the fact remains that 
any increase in CO, concentration is 
unhealthy, and as someone who usu- 
ally spends several hours every day 
in this building, I have reason to be 
concerned. 

I’m sure youre all sick of hearing 
Arts students whingeing about how 
ignored, neglected and/or unloved 
they are, and how it’s unfair that 
while the Engineers get a big shiny 
new building, we quietly rot in a for- 
gotten corner of campus. This isn’t a 
plea for a brand new building to call 
home. It isn’t even a plea to replace 
the falling-apart, baby-shit-orange 
furniture or burned-out lights in the 
bathroom—l, for one, enjoy peeing 
in the dark. 

What this is a plea for is a healthy 
earning environment, with air that’s 
safe to breathe. Seems like a basic 
right, and one that should be taken 
for granted—but as this situation has 
shown, it clearly isn’t. 

Then again, you could always use 
the Humanities’ crappy circulation as 
a creative, inarguable excuse for that 
last D or the odd manic outburst. 
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ith an eye to wading through the pounds of feces thrown 
about during Students’ Union elections each year, and 
perhaps extracting something of substance from the 
vague promises and platitudes, the Gateway compiled 
a crack team of SU election gurus; they'll be your guides, if you will, 
through the shit-storm that is SU elections. 

The panel was comprised of Steve Kirkham (former SU councillor, 
campaign manager and creator of Bear Scat), Chris Jones (long-time 
SU observer, two-time executive candidate and Health Plan No cam- 
paign manager), Duncan Taylor (former vice-president (student life) 
and then councillor), Graham Lettner (former Engineering councillor 
and former SU president), Rob Butz (former APIRG board member and 
candidates’ graphic designer), Ariana Barer (former campaign manager, 
former associate VP (external) and CJSR news producer), and Ross 
Prusakowski (long-time SU observer and Gateway writer). Each spent 
the past week taking in the fora and candidate “literature,” laughing at 
the bright eyes of Ursa Minor while crying every time someone men- 
tioned the Powerplant. 

Surprisingly, despite our group’s diverse (at least in terms of experi- 
ence) background, we reached near-consensus on almost every issue. 
We also noticed some disturbing trends in both candidate demograph- 
ics and student involvement. 

First, there's a depressing lack of female candidates, or diversity in 
general, in this year’s election. It seems obvious to state that there's 
a problem with the amount of women involved in politics, and the SU 
(along with this panel) is no exception. Second, SU elections are the 
only time where there is real dialogue between the SU and regular stu- 
dents, and yet general involvement seems to be on the decrease, while 
student apathy is on the rise. This may be partly due to the fact that it 
gets harder and harder to live and go to school every year, which means 
less people running, and in turn students have less of an ability to voice 
their concerns. 

With that said, read on to find out how we thought each candidate 
fared and whether they’re worthy of your vote, as well as our take on 
the U-Pass and Coke questions. Keep in mind, though, that these state- 
ments are inevitably clouded by our collective experience, so our rec- 
ommendations are no substitute for becoming informed on the issues at 
stake. Above all, take our comments with the appropriate grain of salt. 


ELECTION 
DISSECTION 


Taking a scalpel to the thick rhetoric of student government 


written by Matt Frehner 
photos by Krystina Sulatycki and Josh Nault 


U-Pass Referendum Coca-Cola Plebiscite it’s far too low,” he says. 
But to Taylor, the problem with voting No is that it means 


we lose our place at the bargaining table, as well as damage 


While there’s nobody running the No side of this campaign, 
Kirkham felt it was important that students understand for 
what exactly they are voting Though weve unanimous 
that student should vote an “informed and philosophically 
considered Yes,” students should understand the impact of 
voting Yes over voting No. Students outside of the three 
municipalities must still pay for the pass, regardless of their 
ability to use the service. Park-and-ride is an option in some 
areas but not in others. Students who chose to pay more rent 
to live close to the University must still pay, and parking 
rates are slated to increase to compensate for the money the 
University is setting aside for the U-Pass. It’s also possible 
that most of those driving to campus will continue to do 
so, as faculty and staff create the bulk of traffic—the U-Pass 
won't impact this. 

Fundamentally, this is a question of how students want 
to redistribute their money. And for most students, the pass 
will be a huge gain. It’s true that Edmonton is a low-density 
city, which may mean that transit access isn’t ideal, and that 
those who drive must drive, due to limits of transit system. 
But as Lettner points out, we need to look at what we want 
Edmonton to be five or ten years down the line. 

Despite these reservations, for most students this pass will 
be of great benefit. The change that will come to Edmonton 
through a universal bus pass is progressive and positive—it 
will be a boon for most students right now, and also increase 
pressure on the City to improve our lacklustre transit system. 
Finally, it’s important that we look past self interest and 
toward something that will benefit the bulk of students, as 
well as the environment in general. 


The Verdict: An Informed Yes 


Yes: 5 (Barer, Butz, Lettner, Taylor, Prusakowski); No: 2 
Jones, Kirkham) 


“T’m voting Coke No because if someone comes up to me 
and says, “You get money for scholarships, and the SU gets 
$50 000 a year, and that does great stuff, and it doesn’t 
really matter anyway, it’s not a very convincing argument,” 
Lettner says. 

“Obviously Coke is making a profit off of us, because ... 
they're trying to grow the whole next generation of Coke 
drinkers. So it’s not a trivial choice: it actually means some- 
thing, and you're buying in to selling out right from the get- 
go,” he adds. 

The general sentiment around the table seems to be that, 
though the contract might yield short-term gains, small steps 
in the right direction can actually make a difference in end. 
Unfortunately, pre-campaigning rules have stifled the abil- 
ity for students to enter into critical debate about the Coke 
question. 

“We haven't been able to get at the fundamental issues 
about why students should be voting No,” Kirkham says, 
pointing to the $900 fine received by the No side. “[It has] 
deprived students of the ability to make an informed choice 
and has hidden the real issue.” 

Still, compelling reasons exist for voting No. “The ethi- 
cal issues aside, for which I don’t think the evidence is 
compelling enough, why should we subject ourselves to a 
monopoly? Why would we subject ourselves to hyper-cor- 
poratization?” Prusakowski asks. 

“For me, the ethical arguments are the ones that are per- 
suasive,” Butz counters, suggesting that we have enough to 
go on to indict them as a corporation. And for students on 
campus, boycotting Coke products is really not an option. 
No matter how strong our convictions are, sometimes we 
just need to say, “Fuck it, | need an orange juice.” 

Jones, meanwhile, takes a more Machiavellian approach. 
“T have no problems with selling out, but not at this price: 


accessibility for those who need it most. 

As he points out we need to look at how this principled 
stance is impacting access to education. Any loss in Students’ 
Union funding has the potential to affect advocacy, student 
life and the quality of our services. 

“The per-student amount is irrelevant: what matters is 
what the total figure represents. | have no problem with 
the SU taking a principled stance ... the problem is, at this 
point, a principled stance would impact accessibility to 
education, which in the end is the primary goal of the 
SU,” Taylor says. 

Instead, Taylor suggests, we use our collective buying 
power to effect change. Having the contract gives us 
leverage, whereas saying No writes us out of the picture. 

Butz, however, sees this plebiscite question as part of 
something larger. “Some people who are super-libertar- 
ian or free-enterprise think we shouldn't have a monopoly. 
Other people are more concerned about human rights, but 
all these issues converge, and | think that’s where we have 
a political moment where we have to make a decision on 
something,” he says. 

The problem here is that students who support No do so 
for a plethora of different, equally good reasons, and this 
will make it difficult for the SU to chart a path that’s consis- 
tent with what students may want. For some who are specifi- 
cally anti-Coke, another exclusivity contract might not be a 
big deal, whereas for others it’s crucial that the SU distance 
itself from any potential monopolies whatsoever. 

As Jones concludes: there are many compelling reasons to 
vote No, and few to vote Yes. 


The Verdict: Majority Rules 


Yes: 1 (Taylor); No: 6 Jones, Kirkham, Barer, Prusakowski, 
Lettner, Butz) 
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President 


“My problem with Cody Lawrence is that he’s 
a real paint-by-numbers candidate,” says Butz. 
“If someone who'd never been on campus was 
told he had to run for President tomorrow, what 
would he say? What would his platform 
like? Exactly like Cody’s.” 

Though Cody isn’t as bad as some of the third- 
choice candidates in the past, and seems to have 
at least a vague grasp on what being President 
entails, the real decision comes down to two 
candidates: Amanda Henry and Michael Janz. 
Both are strong in their own right. 

“Which one you choose depends largely on 
your vision of what the SU President should be, 
and what your vision is of what the SU does,” 
says Taylor. 

Where Henry focuses on her background in 
academic concerns and advocacy, Janz puts for- 
ward a broader student focus, aimed more at the 
day-to-day. 

Henry has a lot of experience within the SU’s 
advocacy machine, as evidenced by her work as 
associate VPA and then VPA during the last couple 
of years, and uses her campaign to reinforce the 
SU’s recent advocacy efforts off campus as well 
as continue her work 
on teaching quality. Her 
platform includes phrases 
like: lobby, strategize, 
collaborate and negoti- 
ate—Barer sees this as 


ook 


“more action, less talk,” 
but Taylor is skeptical of Henry’s buzz words. 

Janz, meanwhile, is weak on advocacy but 
strong on student life, no doubt coming from his 
experience as Lister Hall Students’ Association 
President. 

“He’s taking more risks,” Taylor notes. “Some 

of the ideas are completely awful, like putting a 
Second Cup in the Powerplant ... but he shows a 
willingness to dream and think big, to touch on 
student life as well as advocacy.” 
The biggest worry with Janz is that he will get 
lost within the lobbying machine: he doesn’t 
strike us as the best face to present to the City 
and the province. Amanda brings an ability to 
communicate externally as well as internally, 
Kirkham notes, and this is something Janz 
doesn’t seem to have. 

“You may say that grace isn’t an important 
quality that you need in a President, but I think it 
is, especially in dealing with 


nan 


the Administration,” he adds. 

However, this gap in Janz’ portfolio could be 
made up for by a strong VPX, which Dollansky 
certainly has the potential to be. 

We talk a lot about the need for the SU to 
see beyond its current Executive and year—to 
approach advocacy, academics and student life 
with a long-term plan that can produce results. 

It’s clear that Henry has the ability to deliver 
this, but there’s also the concern that she could 
become complacent because of her large amount 
of time within the SU clique, a group that doesn’t 
always listen to the concerns of students. In con- 
trast, Janz has the potential to shake things up a 
bit within the SU. 

But we need to be worried about creating a 
false dichotomy here, as Janz and Henry seem 
to desire: students need not choose between a 
President that focuses on student needs directly, 
and one that has his or her eye on external mat- 
ters exclusively. 

“Amanda doesn’t necessarily lack all these 
things that Janz talks about, but she’s focused 
her argument a bit more,” Barer notes. “Amanda 
is thinking long-term about playing within a 
team—not just the one that exists currently, but 
what came before and after.” 


“You may say that grace isn’t an important quality that you need 
in a president, but | think it is, especially in dealing with the 
Administration.” 


Butz adds that Janz is thinking in the short- 
term about the push for a tuition rollback when 
he suggests that it hasn’t produced results. 

“When I see Mike’s platform, I see the problem 
I had with mine, in that it was too broad, it was a 
catch-all,” Lettner says, noting that Henry’s abil- 
ity to speak to questions directly while answering 
them holistically makes her the better candidate. 

Both candidates will certainly able to do the 
job well. Jones liked Janz’ discussion of student 
housing and rent issues, while Butz felt that it 
misses the point. 

“When I look at Janz’ platform—sorry to say— 
I see the kind of things that could be carried out 
if you elected a lamppost,” he says. “Lobbying, 
in reality, is the most practical thing you can do 
as SU President.” 

Each will be able to work as a strong leader 
for the Executive, as well as take 

the flack when need be, though 

Prusakowski notes that Janz 

will likely be able to lead a 
better team. 
“In the end it comes 
down to a question 
of style, and where 
you think the focus 
should be,’ Jones 
says. “And there 
are legitimate 
arguments 
for both 


sides.” 


tuesday, 6 march, 2007 


The Verdict: Split Decision 
Undecided: 1 (Lettner); Janz: 1(Taylor); Henry: 


5 Jones, Butz, Barer, Kirkham, Prusakowski) 


Vice-President (Student Life) 


Though his only competition is a poorly stuffed 
puffy ball, Chris Le certainly has volunteer 
management experience necessary to take on 
the reins of VPSL, especially with his previous 
work for Orientation. However, he clearly lacks 
ambition. 

“When you're campaigning, you can bring up 
a lot of ideas, and get a lot of buy in,” Lettner 
notes, pointing out that Le lacks any real “spark.” 

While it’s possible that he has a bit of the “run- 
ning unopposed syndrome,” where he’s afraid to 
speak out on anything in particular lest he alienate 
potential voters, the reality is that no acclaimed 
candidate is ever going to lose to none of the 
above (NOTA), and so it’s disappointing that he 
hasn’t used this as an opportunity to take a stance 
on some real issues and let students know in what 
direction he wants to take the VPSL portfolio. 

Basically, the dude lacks a vision. There’s no 
doubt that he will do a 
competent job as VPSL, 
and won't run Week of 
Welcome and Antifreeze 
into the ground, but we'd 
really like to see him sink 
his teeth into a substantial 
issue. The VPSL portfolio itself is quite vague, but 
that’s no excuse. 

“Often candidates are vague, but he’s really 
vague,” Barer says. 

As for where a VPSL candidate should focus 
their campaign, Jones would like to hear about 
Orientation and ways to improve it, while 
Prusakowski sees the rumblings about abolish- 
ing ECOS’ budget—or other prospective service 
cuts that may become increasingly necessary as 
the SU falls deeper into the red—as something 
a perspective candidate could bring into their 
portfolio, considering there’s a lot of room for 
ambitious undertakings in such a nebulous and 
underused position. 

“If he wanted to take a real stance, he could 
talk about how some students feel really mar- 
ginalized on campus—including international 
students and student activists—so pushing ECOS 
could be a really good idea,” agrees Butz. 

Other issues that really affect students, includ- 
ing the continual problem of Aramark food in 
residences, are left unaddressed, and in the end 
it seems that Le is playing typical hack politics. 
Microwaves? Come on. Surely you can be a bit 
more adventurous, Le. 

Fortunately, Chubby Puff Ball sucks. “Worst 
joke candidate I’ve ever seen,” says Taylor. 


Vice-President (External) 


Largely, Steven Dollansky is in the same boat 
as Chris Le. He seems competent—perhaps, as 
Lettner notes, “because he looks competent’”— 
and pulls a few more stops than Le, but still plays 
it safe and covers all the points a VPX candidate 
should. 

“T like his idea to conduct a [student] survey,” 
Taylor says. “Because I think one of the problems 
the SU has is that the only time they are able to 
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talk to students is during elections, and even 
then it’s a very one-way conversation.” 

Indeed, if we changed the name and the pic- 
ture, Dollansky could very well be any number 
of VPX candidates from the past few years. 

“He’s very stay the course. I’m not seeing 
anything novel here,” notes Jones. 

“Status quo isn’t so bad in the [VPX portfo- 
lio]. One of the problems the SU seems to have 
is that every year we change the direction, the 
image, everything about the way we do lobby- 
ing,” Kirkham counters. 

In general, Dollansky’s point about a rural 
focus is well taken, especially in the new Ed 
Stelmach government, but he’ll also need to have 
an eye to upcoming elections beyond the SU. 

“Now is the year for  elections— 
municipally, federally and provincially—where 
all the moons are aligned,” Lettner says. “[A 
VPX] needs to pick something, flesh it out and 
run with it the entire way.” 

And it does seem like Dollansky has this in 
his radar. 

Meanwhile, Butz finds Dollansky’s stance on 
tuition lacking. “There’s this focus on reducing 
tuition, but no one really ever takes dramatic 
steps, like saying it should be nominal, or cut 
to a third, or to zero,” 
he says, adding that the 


tuition ball is in our 


court, and so it’s our turn 
to push the government 
ensure that tuition isn’t 
an elitist privilege. 

While Jones disagrees with Butz on lower- 
ing tuition versus increasing scholarships and 
bursaries, he does agree that what’s needed is 
a concrete proposal: year-to-year changes in 
tuition policy and direction must be hugely 
frustrating for the government, and so the VPX 
will need to survey what’s gone before in order 
to chart a course that will be progressive but not 
absolutely revolutionary. They can’t unilaterally 
shove a “War on Tuition” down Steady Eddie’s 
throat; but at the same time, they should be 
open to more radical forms of protest. 

Dollansky certainly seems to have a strong 
head on his shoulders and will probably be able 
to present himself to government in a profes- 
sional way while still representing students. 
Barer, though, was unimpressed by Dollansky’s 
stance on the issue of joining a federal lobby- 
ing group like CFS or CASA, and his comment 
that he’ll “look into it but probably do nothing.” 
And Kirkham reminds us that there’s nothing 
overly spectacular in his platform. 

In tune with this, Lettner offers a general 
comment about the two unopposed candi- 
dates. “People should see campaigning as a 
way to come up with ideas and push them, get 
them out there, and set the stage for the work 
they’re going to do as opposed to opting for the 
latest provincial PC election platform where 
it was just like, let’s not do anything because 
they'll just forget and vote us in anyway. 
Don’t take that style of course. Both these 
candidates had a bigger chance to run with 
it, especially because they were unopposed,” 
he says. 

Soundwave, meanwhile, isn’t really funny at 
all, his hilariously on-point Horowitz perfor- 
mance notwithstanding. Though as Taylor notes, 
it does seem that the Yusuf family has a strange 
Transformers fetish. “Maybe they were suckled 
at the teat of Optimus Prime,” he offers. 


The Verdict: Unanimous 


Dollansky 


Vice-President Academic 


“Every year it’s blatantly obvious who the best 
candidate is for this race, and this year is probably 
the most obvious out of any I’ve seen in the past 
five,” Kirkham says. (And we must keep in mind 
that for the last two years, VPA candidates have 
run acclaimed.) 

Bobby Samuel has good ideas, has clearly talked 
to people about what should be in his campaign 
and is aware of the Academic Plan—which is 
still important, even if it is vague and idealistic. 
Meanwhile, we'd rather see a by-election than 
see Bryant Lukes in office. His campaign is called 
“abysmal and atrocious” by Kirkham, a sentiment 
echoed almost unanimously around the room. 

Even Taylor, who usually has a soft spot for 
those who run for the SU from outside of its 
inner clique, as they are often more willing to 
take a stand on things that actually affect students, 
agrees. VPA is the one position where knowing 
the intricacies of the system is indispensable, 
as you need to know how to manipulate the 
University’s bureaucracy to students’ advantage. 
And there’s no way Lukes would be able to handle 
and work with the SU Administration. 

“For Bryant Lukes it would be Mount Everest,” 


“The wholenotion of financing student groups through business profits 
is utterly flawed. It doesn't recognize the basic laws of capitalism, which 
is that businesses turn over different profits from year to year.” 


Taylor says, whereas Samuel focuses on specific 
platform points, and comes off as very knowl- 
edgeable and prepared. He has the potential to 
get things done in the vein of strong VPAs like 
Amanda Henry and Janet Lo. 

And as Butz points out, even in regards to Lukes’ 
so-called crux issue—climate change—Samuel 
has brought up the Community Service Learning 
program (though, as Barer points out, he doesn’t 
quite understand the program and what the VPA’s 
relationship to it might be), which has the poten- 
tial to forward environmental concerns and stu- 
dent empowerment at the same time. 

“As much as I, as someone from APIRG, might 
be expected to support someone with an environ- 
mental platform, I think you really need to talk 
about the politics of empowerment. You can’t just 
educate society towards a better future. It doesn’t 
work that way,” Butz says, noting that CSL seems 
like something that could be used to promote the 
environment in a much more effective way. 

I could never justify a vote for what [Lukes is] 
talking about,” says Lettner. “He seems certifiably 
nuts. If you print something like [his flyers] and 
say, ‘Hey, I’m running for VPA,’ then there’s no 
possible way that a student should vote for you.” 
There’s no place for environmental concerns in 
the platform of a Vice-President (Academic). 

In the end, I think our collective sentiment is 
summed up by the fact that, at last Thursday’s 
SUB forum, Kirkham was convinced that Lukes 
was a joke candidate. 


The Verdict: Unanimous 


Samuel 


Vice-President (Operations and 


Finance) 


As Jones says, the problem with VPOF is that 
anyone who takes the position ends up hating 
their job and hating their life. 


“Tn a sense, it’s a structural problem with the 
portfolio, as people look at the job from the out- 
side and say, “Hey, I get to affect the operations 
and the finances of the Students’ Union,” Jones 
says, noting sarcastically that all the VPOF can 
really do is sign cheques. 

“Tm sort of glad the job is depressing and 
that they'll be stopped in their tracks,” Butz 
adds. “The faster they quit the better, because 
the whole notion of financing student groups 
through business profits is utterly flawed. It 
doesn’t recognize the basic laws of capitalism, 
which is that businesses turn over different prof- 
its from year to year.” 

The notion that groups such as APIRG or 
the Gateway would be funded by things like 
Powerplant profits is scary indeed, consider- 
ing the turn around we've seen in recent years. 
And yet, both candidates have a strong focus on 
reducing fees and making cuts, when, as Lettner 
points out, the U of A’s student fees are some of 
the lowest in the country. 

The fact that Gamble seems to see the job as 
resumé padding doesn’t bode well, either. “That 
disqualifies him right away,” Prusakowski says. 
“They both have no concept of what the job 
entails. None of the Above should take this race, 
hands down.” 

And as we peruse their 
Gateway interviews and 
handouts, it becomes clear 
that neither candidate is 
satisfactory in anyway. 

Butz points to a “fetishization of profits” 
within the VPOF portfolio, a sense that somehow 
these candidates see a reduction student fees as a 
substitute for reducing tuition. On the contrary, 
we have no problem with the fee structure, as 
ong as the services provided are worthwhile. It’s 
difficult to justify the Powerplant’s loss of over 
$200 000 when nobody is using the service, 
but if it was a space that students enjoyed, some 
osses would be completely acceptable. 

As it stands, nobody feels comfortable sup- 
porting either candidate over NOTA, though 
we're divided on who would be the lesser of two 
evils. Neither candidate has any real idea what 
the job entails. They're trapped at two poles: 


their ideas are completely petty or entirely nebu- 
lous—deserving of neither our attention nor our 
vote. 

With that in mind, we’ve outlined what we 
would like to see in an acceptable VPOF candi- 
date (as a dream candidate would, I think, be too 
much to ask). At base, they would need to have a 
long-term, concrete plan. Something that’s ambi- 
tious but also realistic. Looking at the expansion 
of SUB, for example, something that will be a 
big issue in five-year’s time. Or even a realistic 
approach to the ’Plant, that might involve shut- 
ting the place down. Surely there are some ser- 
vices that the SU doesn’t currently provide. Or 
perhaps there are some that have outlived their 
usefulness? Maybe the VPOF could spend some 
time assessing and criticizing the University’s 
own budget. Above all else, a successful VPOF 
candidate has to lose the attitude. Being a 
member of the Executive means playing as a team 
to serve students, not padding a resumé or argu- 
ing petty details. Regardless, at the moment we'd 
be voting for someone who we thought had the 
least probability of burning down the house— 
which, by all accounts, is a poor expression of 
democracy. 


The Verdict: We're fucked 


NOTA (Unanimous, but split on the lesser of 
two evils; however, Gamble takes the edge) 


16 ADVERTISEMENT 


THE STUDENTS’ UNION IS YouR Voice. The leaders you elect will represent 
your interests to all levels of government, plan campus events, speak for 
you in the University community, and manage Students’ Union-owned 
businesses. 


You will also have the chance to approve or reject a proposed Universal 
Bus Pass (and associated annual fee); as well as. a beverage agreement 
with Coca-Cola Bottling. : 


It doesn’t take long to learn more about the candidates and proposed 
health plan. Read through this Gateway supplement, or stop by a can- 
didate table—invest just afew minutes to make the right choice. The 
candidates you elect will work all year to make sure you get the most 


out of your University of Alberta experience, so take the time to make an.- 


informed decision. 


tuesday, 6 march, 2007 


WHERE DOI VOTE, AND WHAT DOI NEED? 


There will be polling stations across the University of Alberta campus on 
Wednesday, March 7 and Thursday, March 8. Most polling stations will be 
open from 9 AM to 5 PM, but the SUB polling station will have extended 
hours and be open until 7:30 PM both days. 


In order to vote you will need your OneCard. No other form of ID will be ac- 
cepted by poll clerks. 


For alist of polling stations and other election-related information, please 


-visit the SU Elections website. 


wbhte 


www.su.ualberta.ca/vote 
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PRESIDENT 


THE PRESIDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR REPRESENTING U OF A STUDENTS 
IN THE LARGER COMMUNITY AND FOR THE OVERALL POLICY AND OPERA- 
TIONAL DIRECTION OF THE STUDENTS’ UNION. 


GEORGE RHO 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS PRESIDENT WILL BE TO.., RE- 
DUCE STUDENT STRESS BECAUSE 1(GEORGE RHO) KNOWS AND 
(GEORGE RHO) UNDERSTANDS MY FELLOW STUDENTS PAINS. 


My name is George Rho and I’m running for SU president 
because | want to help reduce student stress. In this ever 
changing and evolving world, more and more students 
are suffering from the stress that is involved in going to 
University. It is amazing that most students after gradu- 
ation don’t immediately have a mental breakdown and 
suffer depression. It is therefore my plan to carry out the 
following ideas to reduce student stress: 


Reduce tuition at the university by a significant amount 


Ensure that there is plenty of free stuff be available to 
the student body 


Ensure that students have full access to programs to al- 
low for school workload reduction 


Using my long and unbending experience of being on 
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this great UofA campus for the past few decades, | will 
guarantee that my many ideas of stress relief will be 
implemented. Hence why, if elected, my top priority 

as President will be to reduce student stress because 
I(George Rho) Knows and I(George Rho) Understands my 
fellow students pains. 


AMANDA HENRY 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS PRESIDENT WILL BE TO.... 
EFFECTIVELY REFOCUS OUR POSITION ON AFFORDABILITY TO 
EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF ACADEMIC QUALITY. 


Like it says, my name is Amanda Henry and I’m running 
for President of the Students’ Union. 


As Vice President (Academic) | worked to inject a re- 
newed focus on students into the University’s vision 
through Dare to Deliver — A Vision for a Great University. 
| also worked to “Make Teaching Matter” through the 
Professor of the Week program. 


As President, | will fight to make sure that the Province 
and the University acknowledge that higher tuition has 
not resulted in a better educational experience, and to 
take tangible steps to close the gap between the quality 
of an education and the price. | will push publishing 
companies to do the same with textbooks and textbook 
prices. 


The University has finally stopped insisting that “im- 
provements” like giant lecture theatres actually make 
the undergraduate education better. We have new 
provincial leadership, which, if we keep the pressure on, 
represents an opportunity for students to have an impact 
on the priority that government places on higher educa- 
tion. The message that the Students’ Union carries to the 
Province must focus not only on making education more 
affordable, but also on making sure that the education 
we receive makes the grade. 


WWW.AMANDAHENRY.ORG 
VOTEAMANDA@GMAIL.COM 


CODY LAWRE 


NCE 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS PRESIDENT WILL BE TO 
ENSURE THE STUDENTS’ VOICES ARE HEARD, INTERESTS ARE 
SERVED, AND THEIR NEEDS ARE MET. 


Hey. I’ve been to many schools, seen many student gov- 
ernments, and noted what the best strive for. 


+ Increased interaction on campus between faculties, 

¢ knowing what’s happening in student government and 
seeing those elected more often than just at election time, 
* and above all, seeking the interests of the students and 
acting on them. 


Recently, | and a handful of volunteers from Lister and 
HUB went around campus surveying students about 
what they wanted this year. A majority pointed out a lack 
of events/activities or no awareness of them. Students 
also mentioned not wanting to vote because they don’t 
know what the SU does or know who is in power. 


The biggest issue raised was student advocacy — every- 
thing from the big deal topics including lowered tuition 


rates, to the smaller stuff that goes ignored: expanding 
and utilizing student space, career placement officers, 
accessible microwaves, and two-ply toilet paper. 


Taking care of the issues within the University needs to 
take priority over external solutions. The students’ needs 
should be first and foremost. The reason that the Stu- 
dents Union exists at all is to see those needs are met. 


Vote Cody Lawrence for President. Get what you need. 


WWW.CODYFORPRESIDENT.COM 
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MICHAEL JANZ 


ae - 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS PRESIDENT WILL BE TO...OF- 
FER ACHIEVABLE SOLUTIONS TO STUDENT PROBLEMS THAT 
OFTEN GET FORGOTTEN BECAUSE OF THE TUITION DEBATE. 


As President of Lister and as a SU Student Councillor, Janz 
has his thumb on the pulse of Student life. Janz believes 
the SU should be about more than just tuition advocacy. 
As President, he will ensure that the organization does 
not neglect other important student concerns. 


Spoken English proficiency among Professors and TA’s 
must be required. The wireless internet in SUB should 
work at high speeds all of the time. The SU must put an 
end to five years and hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
losses at the Powerplant by converting it into a lounge 
and study space with a brand name coffee shop. Student 
Groups deserve easier access to SU funding and less 
bureaucratic hassle. 


Together with the University, Janz will lobby for more 
funding from the province. Tuition cannot be viewed as 


tuesday, 6 march, 2007 


the only source of increased revenue. Student loan paren- 
tal income restrictions must be eliminated. Scholarships, 
bursaries and non-repayable grant funding must be 
sought out by the SU. In a year with municipal and likely 
provincial and federal elections, Janz will be an effective 
representative for your interests. He will set a direction 
for the SU that is relevant to you. 


URSA MINOR 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS PRESIDENT WILL BE 
TO....” INSTALL” GLOBAL TRACKING DEVICES IN EACH STU- 
DENT.... TO BETTER “SERVE” AND “PROTECT” THEM. 


Ursa Minor whirred to life in the spring of 2005 as the 
latest brainchild of the Autonomous Robotic Vehicle 
Project (ARVP). Specifically designed to chart new paths 
and overcome obstacles, it is programmed for ruthless 
efficiency, precision, and autonomy. Unlike humans, 

Ursa requires no heat, food, water or sleep and does 

not suffer from emotions, limited attention span, ora 
delicate fleshy cover. These attributes make Ursa an ideal 
candidate for jobs that are dangerous and/or unwanted 
by humans, eg. SU Executive. 


As President, Ursa Minor will address three major issues 
affecting students: high tuition, RATT/Powerplant and 
the lack of robotic services on campus. Ursa will “negoti- 
ate”, or if necessary, “persuade” government for better tu- 
ition, introduce robotic servers in RATT/Powerplant, and 


install robot charging and lubrication stations around 
campus. 


Automation is the future. Vote robot. Vote Ursa Minor: 


HTTP://ARVP.ORG/VOTEROBOT 


My NAME IS CHUCK Norris, AND | WILL BE THE NEXT SU PRESIDENT. 
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THE STUDENTS’ 


UNION HAS A PROUD 


HISTORY OF EVOLVING AND ADAPTING 
TO MEET THE NEEDS OF ITS MEMBERS 


THE SU HAS ALWays been a strong advocate for students, and can point 
to a long history of accomplishments, such as building SUB and HUB 
Mall and successfully advocating for increased student representation 
at the Board of Governors and the General Faculties Council. In recent 
years, the Students’ Union has created a number of new services such 
as Safewalk and the Student Financial Aid and Information Centre; 
established the Legacy, Access Student Involvement Endowment, and 
Campus Rec Enhancement Funds; opened new businesses (SUBtitles, 
Cue and the Print Centre); renovated SUB twice; and helped advocate 


STUDENT GOVERNMENT 


ONE OF CANADA'S strongest student associations, the Students’ Union 
represents the 30,000 undergraduate students at the University of Al- 
berta. A nine million dollar organization with hundreds of paid and 
volunteer staff, the SU is a powerful advocate for students and a major 
provider of student services. The SU also operates a number of busi- 
ness units, manages various targeted ‘trust’ funds, hosts a wide vari- 
ety of entertainment and educational events, and runs the Students’ 
Union Building. 


All University of Alberta undergraduates are members of the Students’ 
Union. 


VISION STATEMENT 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Students’ Union seeks to be recognized 
as a world-class student organization. In pursuing this objective, the 
Students’ Union will strive to be an effective advocate of student con- 
cerns in front of all audiences, a provider of valued and value-added 
services and support to its membership, and a responsible business 
owner and operator. 


In addition, the University of Alberta Students’ Union will be recog- 
nized for an ethical and values-driven democratic culture, as a respon- 
sible and accountable steward of its resources, and as an innovator 
and leader in the governance and pursuit of its mandate. 


(successfully!) for increases to the education tax reduction—and 
that’s just a few of the things the SU has been doing for you! 


Past SU Alumni include such persons as Peter Lougheed (SU President 
1951-52), Joe Clark (Gateway Editor -in- Chief 1959-60), and a former U 
of A Dean of Law Tim Christian (President 1970-71). 


VALUES STATEMENT 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Students’ Union holds the following Val- 
ues to be paramount in the pursuit of its Vision. 


Democracy — Our leadership receives its mandate from democratic 
institutions and practices; the spirit of democracy is a part of every- 
thing that we do. We are accountable to our members and electors. 


Dignity - Each member, employee, customer, and associate of the Stu- 
dents’ Union is entitled to be treated with respect and consideration 
as long as they respect the dignity of others. 


Equality — We pledge to treat all without prejudice and preconcep- 
tion. Each person is due to equal consideration, attention, and op- 
portunity. 

Ethics — In the pursuit of our goals, we are expected to act ethically, 
with integrity, and with due consideration for the impact of our ac- 
tions and decisions on others. 


Innovation —- We endeavor to proactively seek new and better ways to 
execute the tasks entrusted to us. 


Leadership — \We are committed to showing the way, upholding the 
right, bringing solutions not problems and providing hope. 


Security and Safety —The security and safety of our members, employ- 
ees, associates and customers is a consideration in all our endeavors. 


Rule of Law — The Students’ Union recognizes the rule of law in all of 
our endeavors, relationships and operations. 
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KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 


SMELLS LIKE SU ELECTION Presidential hopefuls Michael Janz, Cody Lawrence and Amanda Henry sound off during the candidates’ forum at Myer Horowitz yesterday afternoon. Candidates running 
for all positions, as well as the referendum and plebiscite campaigns, spelled out their platforms and tooks questions from potential voters in preperation for the election, which takes place on 7-8 March. If 
you're hankering for more election coverage, you can find the candidate Q&As starting on page five, as well as a special, by-the-experts guide to the candidates and their platforms on page 13. 


SU joke candidates not | Pandas win Nationals banner 
kidding around: CRO 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 


Senior News Editor 


On March 7 and 8, Soundwave, Chubby 
Puff Ball, Ursa Minor, Chuck Norris and 
George Rho will offer undergraduate 
students voting in the Students’ Union 
elections some creative alternatives. 

The five joke 
running for a variety of SU Executive 
positions. This year, any position 
that has a joke candidate vying for it is 
matched by an equal number of real 
candidates—and before a sixth joke 
candidate, Facebook, dropped out of the 
race, there had actually been more joke 
presidential candidates than real ones. 

“T’s really hard to predict the 
number of joke candidates we get each 
year,’ Chief Returning Officer Rachel 
Woynorowski said. “T think part of 
what might have helped encourage joke 
candidates to run this year is that joke 
candidates have a slightly increased 
budget.” 

She explained that while regular can- 
didates receive $550 per campaign, joke 
candidates had their funding raised up 
from half of that to two-thirds. 

Woynorowski added that while some 
feel spending money on joke candidate 
campaigns is a waste of student dollars, 
in terms of advertising value, they play a 
significant role in attracting voters. 


candidates are 
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“Tr’s a debate that was actually held in 
Students’ Council earlier this year, and 
the reason why Council decided to con- 
tinue to fund joke candidates and more 
so increase their budget is because joke 
candidates engage a portion of the pop- 
ulation, which is normally not involved 
in the SU,” she said. 


“I think part of what 
might have helped 
encourage joke 
candidates to run 
this year is that joke 
candidates have a 
slightly increased 
budget.” 


RACHEL WOYNOROWSKI, 
CHIEF RETURNING OFFICER 


“The payoff for us spending a couple 
hundred dollars to fund a joke candi- 
date campaign to engage hundreds 
more students is a much more effec- 
tive way than if we were to spend, let’s 
say, the same amount of money on a 
Gateway ad.” 

PLEASESEE JOKE ¢ PAGE 4 
PLEASE SEE SMITH ¢ PAGE11 


Hacking the ballot 


What do you get when you mix an ex- 
president with SU hacks and student 
activists? A really long conversation. 


FEATURE, PAGE 13 


Womens volleyball overcome first-seed curse to capture CIS championship 


PAUL OWEN 
Sports Editor 


CALGARY—Though the first-seed has 
been anathema in the CIS women’s 
volleyball championships for the past 
six seasons, the Pandas rode their top 
ranking to victory in Saturday’s gold 
medal match in the Jack Simpson 
Gym at the University of Calgary. 
The 3-1 win over the Laval Rouge et 
Or—the defending champions—was 
the first time a favourite had won the 
Red River Trophy since 1999/2000, 
when Alberta took its last title. 

“There’s no feeling that matches this 
one in sport,” Pandas head coach Laurie 
Eisler said. “Being able to play at their 
very best when it’s most difficult to do 
it is the [mark] of a champion, and they 
were certainly able to do it today.” 

CIS Player of the Year and tourna- 
ment MVP Tiffany Dodds carried 
Alberta all weekend—including a 
32-kill, .509 hitting percentage per- 
formance in Friday’s five-set semifi- 
nal victory over Calgary. Dinos coach 
Kevin Boyles called “the best indi- 
vidual performance from a wom- 
en’s volleyball I’ve ever seen.” But, 
it was the rest of the Pandas offence 
that led the to victory on Saturday. 
Dodds still had 17 kills, but Jocelyn 
Blair and Samantha Wojtkiw added 
a dozen each, while outside hitter 


INA SULATYCKI 


BANNER YEAR The volleyball Pandas celebrate their first-place win in Calgary. 


Tiffany Proudfoot had six and middle 
Alexa Berton finished with seven. 
Wojtkiw’s pair of aces with the score 
22-19 in the fourth set put the game 
out of reach before Dodds finished 
off the Rouge et Or. 

“T looked at the board and saw it 
was 24, and I got really excited and 
could barely jump on the last serve,” 
said Wojtkiw, a third-year middle in 


her first season with the Pandas after 
transferring from Grant MacEwan. 
While all-Canadians Dodds and 
Blair were both named as tourna- 
ment all-stars—along with setter 
Daryll Roper—the Pandas _ dis- 
played versatility throughout the 
tournament. 
PLEASE SEE PANDAS ¢ PAGE 30 
ALSO READ RENFREE ON PAGE28 


Going downtown 


As always, The Vagina Monologues 
hope to inform audiences about the 
everyday violence women experience. 
ASE, PAGE 24 
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VICE PRESIDENT EXTERNAL 


THE VICE PRESIDENT (ACADEMIC) DEALS WITH CONCERNS AND INITIATIVES THAT ARE ACADEMIC IN NA- 
TURE, INCLUDING THINGS LIKE TEACHING QUALITY, UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS, AND TEXTBOOK COSTS. 


STEVEN DOLLANSKY 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS VICE-PRESIDENT (EXTERNAL) 
WILL BE TO... MORE EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE THE STUDENT BODY 
IN A BROADER DEFINITION OF ADVOCACY. 


This year provides tremendous opportunities for change 
to the post-secondary education system. With the possi- 
bility of elections at the municipal, provincial, and federal 
levels, | will ensure post-secondary education is a priority. 
We must do more to engage the student body, making 
our voice heard. 


We must take a broader approach to advocacy. Across 
the city, rent continues to rise as vacancy rates fall. The 
rapidly increasing cost of living, along with above aver- 
age tuition levels, is crippling undergraduates. Hous- 
ing must become an important issue to the Students’ 
Union as we continue to lobby for increased government 


funding, reduced tuition and reform to the student loan 
program. 


As VP External | will: 


Work with the city to establish affordable housing projects for 
students; 


Lobby to change power of taxation legislation on university 
residences; 


Increase awareness of advocacy issues and events, by more 
effectively utilizing resources such as the SU webpage and the 
screen on SUB stage; 


Provide more incentives for students to attend new events; 


Advocate for increased funding to improve undergraduate 
education; 


Advocate for a fully funded tuition rollback; 
Lobby to remove parental contribution requirements from the 
student loan program. 


SOUNDWAVE 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS VICE-PRESIDENT (EXTERNAL) 
WILL BE TO....; MPLEMENT SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA AND ALBERTA GOVERNMENT FOR 
GREATER ENERGON CONSERVATION. 


[From the Datatracks of Megatron, Decepticon Leader] 


Soundwave has always made energon his primary focus. 
Now that he is running for VP External, | am certain that 
he will advocate for greater sustainability practices and 
energon conservation at the University, the province and 
throughout the world. Logical, this may seem, as these 
precious resources are borrowed from a future Earth 
conquered by Decepticons. In addition, he would like to 
uphold strong communications with lobbying groups to 


make the student agenda a priority item. Lastly, Sound- 
wave, like many intelligent specimens, seeks to remove 
unreasonable fees. | speak of CAUS fees, which are paid 
for through the mandatory SU fees. CAUS is a provincial 
lobbying group, one that Soundwave could easily repli- 
cate on his own terms. 


Soundwave’s credentials are impeccable for a position in 
student governance. As the head communications officer 
of the Decepticons, Soundwave was a key member in 
tactical ops and espionage. His acute internal scanners 
and advanced audio sensors allow him to detect even the 
most inaudible conversations... especially those uttering 
post secondary reform. As such, Soundwave would be an 
invaluable asset to any advocacy driven organization. 


VICE PRESIDENT ACADEMIC 


THE VICE PRESIDENT (ACADEMIC) DEALS WITH CONCERNS AND INITIATIVES THAT ARE ACADEMIC IN NA- 
TURE, INCLUDING THINGS LIKE TEACHING QUALITY, UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS, AND TEXTBOOK COSTS. 


BOBBY SAMUEL 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS VICE-PRESIDENT (ACADEMIC) 
WILL BE TO...ESTABLISH MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR TEACHING 


During my time as the University of Alberta Science Un- 
dergraduate Society (U.A.S.U.S.) President, | gained expe- 
rience and passion for advocating student issues to the 
faculty administration. My greatest achievement was 
creating the Undergraduate Advisory Committee, a com- 
mittee that provides direction for the Faculty of Science’s 
undergraduate experience. However, the issues | worked 
on at the Faculty have a base in the entire University and 
that is what | want to change. 


Our university education should inspire us to greater 
achievements in our fields while preparing us for the 
world beyond these halls. To achieve this, | want to: 


Improve Teaching by establishing a minimum standard 
of 4/5 on all student evaluations. Instructors will receive 
penalties for not meeting this and rewards for achieving 
them. 


Enhance Technology by offering streaming and down- 
loadable lectures over the internet. 


Reward Involvement by giving academic credit to stu- 
dents in student groups through the Community Service 
Learning (CSL) program. 


More Bursaries by creating a better distribution between 
scholarships and bursaries. | will create a policy that 
determines a ratio between the amount of scholarships 
and bursaries. 


BRYANT LUKES 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS VICE-PRESIDENT (ACADEMIC) 
WILL BE TO... PUSH ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION AT THE LEVEL 
OF STUDENT GOVERNMENT AND INCREASE EFFCIENCY AND 
EFFECTIVENESS EVERYWHERE. 


As VP Academic | will advocate students’ needs of an aca- 
demic nature. This may include advice to students that 
will help ensure their academic success. Also, | want to 
insert new light bulbs across campus that last ten times 
as long. And | want to empower students to pressure 
industry to make more efficient products in the market- 
place and anything | can do to make the University ex- 
perience more fun. | support the U-PASS because people 
should take buses and trains over cars and planes. | am 


opposed to Coke being on campus because they harm 
people’s health. | believe in looking at online sources for 
students to give feedback on Professors. Ideally we could 
do something through WEBCT or Beartracks/Bearscat. 
With a result, a purpose and a massive action plan we 
can do anything. | believe that there are tools out there 
which students should be directed towards that will 
make learning easier. Often | hear that University teaches 
you how to learn. | don’t know about you but | haven’t 
taken How to Learn 101 yet. | recommend every student 
having difficulty reading consult the How to Study series 
by Ron Fry. 
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VICE PRESIDENT OPERATIONS AND FINANCE 


THE VICE PRESIDENT (OPERATIONS AND FINANCE) IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MANAGING THE STUDENTS 


UNION’S MORE THAN $9,100,000 BUDGET. 


JESSE HAHN 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS VICE PRESIDENT (OPERA- 
TIONS AND FINANCE) WILL BE TO... ENCOURAGE ENVIRON- 
MENTALLY SUSTAINABLE AND PROFITABLE PRACTICES, WHILE 
ENCOURAGING EFFICIENT OPERATION OF SU BUSINESSES. 


| recognize that we share one of the most respected and 
talented student bodies in the country and | would like to 
take this opportunity to get up off my ass and set in mo- 
tion a design for a prosperous and sustainable campus. 


My name is Jesse Hahn and as Vice President Operations 
and Finance, | would: 


+ Introduce proven environmental strategies that will integrate 
efficiency into all Student Union run operations 


* Cultivate successful, but responsible, financial practices while 


’ 


expanding profitable businesses and restructuring unprofitable 
ones 


* Demonstrate the full potential of all student groups and foster 
relationships within the community by taking on a revenue- 
generating advocacy role 


But my ambitions do not end there. | believe that there 
is more to be learned from the university experience 
and | will work closely with the executive committee to 
ensure each student gets the most out of the education 
they pay for. 


As a friend | am open to any questions, comments and 
suggestions you may have so please feel free to contact 
me by email or stop me in the hall. Please remember to 
vote. 


EAMONN GAMBLE 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS VICE-PRESIDENT (OPERA- 
TIONS AND FINANCE) WILL BE TO REDUCE RELIANCE ON 
STUDENT FEES BY INCREASING BUSINESS PROFITABILITY AND 
REDUCING WASTED RESOURCES. 


My name is Eamonn Gamble and | am running for Vice 
President Operations and Finance. | am a Finance Honors 
major, and have served as a councilor on the Students’ 
Union for the past year. During my tenure, | have also 
been a member of the Budget and Finance, and Audit 
committees. 


We are in a position this upcoming academic year to 
expand the profitability of our more successful busi- 
nesses and cut our losses on some of the more notorious 
“losers” on campus, and be able to reduce our student 


VICE STUDENT LIFE 


THE VICE PRESIDENT (STUDENT LIFE) IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL NON-ACADEMIC ASPECTS OF STUDENT 
LIFE, FROM WORKING WITH RESIDENCES TO PLANNING EVENTS LIKE WEEK OF WELCOME. 


CHRIS LE 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS VICE-PRESIDENT (STU- 
DENT-LIFE) WILL BE TO...SUPPORT INITIATIVES FOR STUDENT 
ENGAGEMENT AND ADVOCATE FOR ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
STUDENT INPUT REGARDING MANDATORY FEES. 


Being a large, research-intensive commuter campus, the 
University of Alberta can be an impersonal institution 
that supplies nothing but degrees. | believe that being a 
university student involves much more than academics, 
which is why | am running for VPSL. 


The VPSL portfolio deals with the campus experience 
and non-academic issues. Students may feel discon- 
nected from the campus community because of its large 
population. The best solution for this disconnect is to 
encourage students to engage in the campus community, 


fees if successful. If we can decrease reliance on student 
fees, we will be able to lobby for tuition decreases more 
effectively because of our own actions. Also if at any time 
in the future we are no longer able to collect fees, the 
businesses of the SU can fund the services we currently 
provide. 


As VP Operations & Finance, | will: 
Reduce reliance on student fees by increasing business profitability 
Work towards eliminating wasted resources within the SU 


Cut losses on Powerplant operations, thereby creating more 
student space in the middle of campus 


Start long-term plan for expansion of SUB 


which creates a sense of belonging. | want to provide 
more support and easier access to resources for student 
groups to reach out to students. 


Recognizing that students are largely commuting and 
increasingly academic, | want to increase the number 

of microwaves near study areas that are outside of SUB. 
Currently, many students bring food from home but need 
to walk from different buildings to SUB to warm up their 
food: an inconvenience that detracts from their univer- 
sity experience. 


Finally, | want to actively monitor mandatory non-in- 
structional fees. Students should know how their fee 
money is used. Furthermore, students should have input 
regarding services that are designed to serve students. 


CHUBBY PUFF BALL 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS VICE-PRESIDENT (STUDENT 
LIFE) WILL BE TO... MAKE SURE THAT STUDENTS HAVE MORE 
FUN AT UNIVERSITY. 


There is a huge disconnect between the candidates in 
the election — who are all very passionate about what 
they are doing — and the general campus population, 
many of whom could not care less about the Student’s 
Union. My goal is to bring some humor into the election 
so that a lot of the people who do not pay attention to 
student politics will take note, and become interested. | 


believe it is very important to vote in the elections, espe- 
cially for the referendums, because it gives the students 
a united voice and a direct influence in what happens at 
our university. 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS REPRESENTATIVE SITS ON THE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF GOVERNORS, THE HIGHEST 
GOVERNING BODY OF THE UNIVERSITY. THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SETTING TUITION, MANAGING UNIVERSITY 


FINANCES, APPROVING NEW BUILDINGS, AND SETTING THE STRATEGIC DIRECTION OF THE UNIVERSITY. 


ADAM GUINEY 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS BOARD OF GOVERNORS REP- 
RESENTATIVE WILL BE TO... ADVOCATE THAT WE EXPAND THE 
BREADTH AND DEPTH OF THE SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES 
WE OFFER. 


Commitment: to continue advocating that education is 
a public good and maintain students as the central focus 
of the University. 


Employ Student Values: when championing or support- 
ing programs and projects .Our values are the founda- 
tion of our ability to advocate because they provide the 
framework to guide my stance on particular issues. 


Ensure Student’s Vision: is incorporated into the Univer- 
sity’s strategic plan. Our Vision is a hallmark in demon- 
strating that we have a direction which embodies the 
values we believe in and are committed to maintaining. 


My experience includes: President of MacEwan Students’ 
Association, Member of Edmonton’s student financial ap- 
peals committee, Academic Council, Councilor, Business 
Owner, founded an elementary tutoring program and 
currently involved in www.walkfordarfur.ca. 


The Board of Governors is the highest governing body in 
the University and provides students a direct channel to 
contribute to both short and long-term directives. I’m 
interested in working closely with the SU, engaging stu- 
dents on central issues that arise and actively advocating 
for student interests. 


1am also a staunch supporter of the U-Pass! 
Questions....Concerns? write me at aguiney@telus.net 


Vote Adam Guiney for Board of Governors. 


PAUL CHISWELL 


= 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE TO... IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF 
UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION ON CAMPUS 


| believe it is important for the Board of Governors to 
hear the student message when it comes to the future of 
the University. 


The sole focus of student elections in the past has been 
tuition. While we should not abandon the fight for af- 
fordability, we should also seek to improve the education 
we receive. The administration raises tuition every year 
onan ad hoc basis, but fails to deliver on improving the 
overall education students receive. We are paying more 
and quality is going down. | will make improving our 
quality of education my primary concern. 


The Board is responsible for overseeing the overall strate- 
gic direction of the institution, and | will work to put the 
undergraduate experience front and centre. The Universi- 
ty needs to develop and implement a strategy to improve 
the quality of undergraduate education. We should be 
committed to making the U of A the top university in the 
country: first in undergraduate education as well as first 
in research. 


| believe the Board of Governors needs to hear this mes- 
sage. If you care about the quality of your education, vote 
Paul Chiswell to be your Board of Governors Representative. 


PREM ERUVBETINE 


IF ELECTED, MY TOP PRIORITY AS THE UNDERGRADUATE 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE TO....AC- 
TIVELY COLLABORATE WITH STUDENTS ENSURING THAT THEIR 
CONCERNS ON TUITION, RESIDENCES AND LEARNING-QUALITY 
ARE ADDRESSED. 


The BoG rep is an avenue in which students can directly 
affect the future of their University. Through this posi- 
tion, | wish to represent your interests in matters relating 
to tuition, residences, accessibility, learning-quality, 
building planning and the future of our University. As an 
International Student, | will be able to bring diversity to 
BoG, and with your help, truly represent everyone. 


Examining the recent increase in residence rates will help 
deter future attempts to the same end. In my opinion, 
this increase could have been avoided by proper planning 
and | strongly believe that students shouldn’t have borne 
the costs. 


Also, since BoG makes very important decisions, students 
must have a strong voice advocating for what they want. 
Improved communication between students and their 
elected reps is thus essential; | will always be accessible 
to all students. 


| will continue to fight for a lower student-to-teacher 
ratio as well as reduced tuition. Also, to accommodate for 
an ever-growing and evolving campus, proper planning 
of new buildings that benefit students (e.g. a better 
VanVliet, more residences...) has to be done to increase 
student space. 


As BoG rep, these will be my goals. 
Aluta Continua, Victoria asserta. 
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UPASS REFERENDUM 


YES _ The Universal Transit Pass will allow University of Alberta 
students unlimited access to regular transit services in 
Edmonton, St Albert, and Strathcona County. The UPass 
has been a student driven initiative since the first refer- 
endum in 2004. This kicked negotiations into high gear 
and the Students’ Union has been lobbying Edmonton, 


a] 


Ne eGHEe Strathcona County and St Albert Transit since that time 
to negotiate the price down from $120/term to the cur- 
rent $75. 


$75/term is one of the most affordable passes in the 
country. It equals $18.75/month - equivalent to one round 


trip per week. So, if you buy groceries, park and ride toa 
hockey game, or want to travel off campus during your 
day, you’ve used the UPass. 


Additionally, Edmonton Transit is investing $1.7 million 
dollars into improved transit service. It has been shown 
in other jurisdictions the addition of the UPass tailors 
service to students’ needs. With a larger buying power 
we will have a greater ability to command service that 


COCA-COLA PLEBISCITE 


YES — THE UNIVERSITY, THE SU, AND COKE CURRENTLY HAVE A 
nies , THREE WAY SINGLE SOURCE COLD BEVERAGE AGREEMENT ON 
: CAMPUS, WHICH HAS EXISTED SINCE 1998. 


? Due to declining vending sales, Coke products have not 
© | met their sales quota. As a result, the remaining two 
NO PICTURE / years of the contract will continue but Coke will not fund 


SUPPLIED students or the SU. 


The SU now has the option of signing a new deal with 
Coke and the University which would continue the Single 
Source Cold Beverage Agreement. 


SAYING YES TO THE PROPOSED CONTRACT WOULD: 


1. Give $524,377 every year directly to students 
through scholarships, bursaries and services. 


2. Require that the contract would be open for viewing by 
any undergraduate student. 


3. NOT force anyone to drink Coke. You can bring your 
own beverage, go to Mac’s, or drink from a fountain. 
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fits our needs with later transit service at night, and 
greater service during our high demand times. 


Students have control of the fee and the assessment 

of service. If you approve this fee a UPass assessment 
committee will be set up with the participating munici- 
palities, the University and students where service levels 
will be assessed and students will decide if the UPass is 
meeting student needs. The UPass price can only increase 
by the consumer price index, any more and the price 
adjustment must go back to students in a referendum. 


The UPass was created by students, if the service or price 
does not meet student standards we can end the con- 
tract. For more information, visit www.upassyes.ca. 


On March 7 & 8, Vote UPass YES. 


SAYING NO TO THE PROPOSED DEAL WOULD: 


1. NOT eliminate Coke from campus. The University 
would still sign the deal without the SU, keeping Coke on 
campus but providing absolutely NO benefits to students 


2. NOT eliminate Coke from SUB. Many vendors would 
continue to sell it. 


3. Maintain Coke’s monopoly on campus without finan- 
cial benefits for students. 


The “ethical issues” surrounding Coke. 


The “no” side will attempt to focus the campaign around 
the issue of ethics. The rhetoric of the “no” campaign is 
both alarmist and sensational. For the other side of the 
story visit www.cokefacts.com. 


Stick to the Issue 


Much of the campaign against Coke is simply anti cor- 
porate rhetoric that is irrelevant to the question of how 
students’ interests are best served, because removing 
Coke from Campus is not an option. 


THREE REASONS TO VOTE NO To THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBER- 
TA’s COKE EXCLUSIVITY CONTRACT: 


As students and consumers we have a social responsibil- 
ity and the right to choose. However, Coca Cola Bottling 
Ltd. and its contractors have: 


1. Engaged in environmental and human rights abuses, 
and unethical labour practices in countries such as Su- 
dan, Mexico, Guatemala, Colombia, and India. These cases 
are documented and condemned internationally. 


2. Attempted to buy students’ choices through scholar- 
ships. The amount invested, however, doesn’t compare to 
the exponentially larger profits they make from students’ 
money through the exclusivity contract. 


wbte 
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3. Denied choice to students of the University by not al- 
lowing the presence of any alternative. Ethical products 
like Earth Water are not allowed on campus due to this 

contract. 


REMEMBER: The Students’ Union exists to represent stu- 
dents, not corporations. Make your voice heard. 


Vote NO to the Coke exclusivity contract. Support an 
ethical and democratic University. 


LIZ DURDEN 


TALKING DIRTY The Vagina Monologues hope to combat violence and war. 


The Vagina Monologues 
Directed by Bo Tarasenko 
Produced by Medical Students For 
Choice 

Thursday, 8 March at 7:30pm 
Bernard Snell Hall, U of A Hospital 


ELLIOT KERR 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


When asked about the controversy 
surrounding The Vagina Monologues 
and its misandrist criticisms, director 
Bo Tarasenko laughs. “You know, for 
the longest time, I considered myself a 
misogynist,” he admits. 

According to Tarasenko, what’s 
important about The Vagina 
Monologues isn’t the controversy or 
the gender side-taking. Instead, it’s 
about telling women’s personal sto- 
ries, where each monologue is just 
one experience. It’s not about the play- 
wright shaping a production accord- 
ing to his/her perspective, but rather 
showing how things are for everyone 
and illustrating the way things ought 
to be. 

The 1996 play by Eve Ensler is made 
up of more than a dozen monologues 
relating some of the varied experi- 
ences of women and their vaginas. The 
tales range from sweet stories of self- 
discovery to humourous rants about 
tampons, and even to brutal encoun- 
ters with both men and women. 
This production also includes three 
new monologues written by Ensler 


entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca « tuesday, 6 march, 2007 


The Vagina Monologues 
vets lippy with violence 


in 2007, which focus on the violence 
committed against women. 

“T’s pretty heavy subject matter,” 
says Tarasenko. “I was lucky to find 
these women to work with. They are 
all so active, passionate and knowl- 
edgeable. It really is amazing. 


“Violence against 
women is a huge 
problem in our society 
and around the world.” 
KIM DARY 


“We tried to include as many 
people as possible,” Tarasenko contin- 
ues. “Basically, we just put out a cast- 
ing call: ‘All vaginas welcome!’ And 
although some of the women who 
responded had limited drama expe- 
rience, we never saw it as a problem. 
Our first rehearsal, all of us sat around 
talking about vaginas and periods, 
telling our own stories, and before we 
knew it, everyone had become best 
friends. After that, there’s been no bad 
days, even when exploring the most 
difficult subject matter.” 

The performance is a part of V-Day, 
an international movement to end 
violence against women and girls, 
now in its ninth year. Events are orga- 
nized independently by women and 
men in their own communities, and 
occur annually between Valentine’s 


Day and International Women’s Day (8 
March). This years event is spearheaded 
by members of Medical Students For 
Choice. 

“Fach year, there’s a theme for V- 
Day,” organizer Kim Dary explains. 
“Our theme for V-Day is Reclaiming 
Peace. It tries to address violence in 
armed conflict around the globe and 
how that violence impacts women— 
or as Eve Ensler puts it, we are saying 
that if a government supports the 
use of force, weapons, violence as a 
method of control and dominance, 
this gives license to the same kind of 
behavior at home.” 

Dary makes it clear that the pro- 
ceeds from admissions don’t go to 
support the work of Medical Students 
For Choice. Instead, the group will 
give half the proceeds to support the 
ongoing activities of the University of 
Alberta Women’s Centre Collective. 
The other half will go to Engender 
Health, an organization of medical 
professionals that supports sexual 
health initiatives for women and men 
in nearly 50 developing countries. 

In the end, Dary wants the event to 
rise above the debate about the play, or 
even her own group’s work for repro- 
ductive rights. 

“Violence against women is a huge 
problem in our society and around 
the world,” Dary says. “It takes many 
forms. That’s true no matter what 
someone’s views are about a woman’s 
right to choose.” 


Cockatoo unruffles its feathers, catches the worm 


Cockatoo 

With The Secretaries and Gloom 
Room 

Friday, 9 March at 8pm 

The Powerplant 


LACINA DESJARLAIS 
Arts & Entertaiment Writer 


A band breakup isn’t unlike breaking 
up with a significant other; both par- 
ties end up spiralling into an abyss of 
loneliness and self-judgement. But for 
singer-songwriter Robyn Bright of the 
Edmonton based indie-alternative band 
Cockatoo, she quickly found a way to 
cope with her group’s disbanding. 

After the original Cockatoo broke up 
in 2005 due to conflicts, which may 
have been related to getting caught up 
in industry hype, Bright decided to 
regroup. She recruited drummer Alan 
Levesque of Voice Industry and bassist 
Rod Wolfe, formerly a part of the band 
Skinny Puppy. 

“T was really scared to call them 
and ask them to be in the band,” 
Bright says. “After the first Cockatoo 
fell apart, I really just thought about 
giving up and I just realized that if | 
couldn't ask people who are better 
than me to play with me then I really 
should just give it up. If 1 don’t believe 
enough in the music, then I shouldn't 
be doing it.” 

Luckily, though, Bright didn’t quit, 
and now it seems her phone calls have 
paid off, for the new Cockatoo seems 
be getting along better than ever. 


“Te just wasn’t the right fit; it’s like 
having the wrong boyfriend,” says 
Bright of her former group with a note 
of regret in her voice. “The band mates 
I have now are sort of the missing part 
of Cockatoo. Now there’s a real balance 


in the group. When you have balance 
ina group then the songwriting comes 
from that rather than any ego.” 
Although Cockatoo is easily 
described as a well-oiled collective, 
articulating the band’s often brooding 
sound is almost impossible. However, 


Bright maintains that Cockatoo defi- 
nitely isn’t goth or anything like 
Evanescence. 

‘Tm not really worried any- 
more about being compared with 
[Evanescence],” Bright says. “At a 
couple shows people who said they 
like Evanescence said they liked our 
music. That’s okay; people just use 
what they like to reference us. I mean, 
I personally don’t like Evanescence but 
people like what they like. For years 
I was really worried about stuff like 


that, but I realized that people listen to 
that and that’s what they like—and if 
they like me that’s great.” 
It seems that people disliking the 
band won't be something Cockatoo 
will have to face anytime soon, as they 
are rapidly building a fan base both 
in Canada (they're slated to play at a 
number of local venues) and the UK. 
Although Bright’s excited about 
where Cockatoo’s music is taking 
them, she assures us that the band is 
working hard to achieve their goals, 


which include playing large venues 
for sold-out crowds. For now, though, 
she says that theyre focusing on 
accomplishing smaller aspirations and 
having a good time doing what they 
love. 

“We really believe in the music and 
we really do want to get in there,” 
Bright says. “We really like to practice, 
but really we just play music because 
it makes us happy—although I would 
love to actually go and open for a band 
like The Cure or something.” 
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| CARE ABOUT FELT PENNANTS Local artist Raymond Biesinger illustrates how the complex world isn't always the most interesting. Sometimes, originality finds its roots in the communities we grow up in. 


Exhibit cheers on the everyday things we ignore 


Pep Rally: 36 Felt Pennants 
About Things You Can Care 
About 

By Raymond Biesinger 

Runs 5 March-1 April 

Cafe Mosaics 


TYSON DURST 


What do engagements, public transit, 
squirrels and Stephen Lewis all have 
in common? According to local artist 
and professional illustrator Raymond 
Biesinger, they're just some of the 
things and people that interest him and 
deserve some recognition. 

About Things You Can Care About 
features artwork silkscreened onto 
triangular felt pennants, described by 


categories: 


the artist as being rooted in minimal- 
ism and contrast. In fact, one of the 
pennants on display celebrates his 
favoured visual mode in text form, 
with the word “contrast” spelled out, 
appropriately. Like many artists, the 
inspiration for the pennant project 
came from observing real life. 

“Tt came out of one too many trips 
to antique fairs and shops that had 
pennants and badges promoting things 
that were already being celebrated on 
a massive scale, like Disneyland and 
professional sports teams,” Biesinger 
explains. “My intention is to focus on 
things that were more personal and 
important to me, things that I fee 
should be celebrated en masse but 


aren't. 
“T didn’t have a rich background, so 


I was quick to learn to make do with 
what I had available,” Biesinger contin- 
ues. “And in a complex world where 
we can do almost anything with digi- 
tal technology in the fields of art or 
music, modern printing techniques, 
digital photography and all that—espe- 
cially in the West where our resources 
are nearly limitless—it’s often that the 
most original or interesting thing to do 
is to accept limitations. That governs 
how I’ve lived, the bands I’ve been in 
and my approach to making images. 
Likewise, minimalism, — efficiency, 
environmentalism—lI see these things 
as being related.” 

In Biesinger’s exhibit, the written 
word is sometimes used to replace an 
image that one might normally expect 
to see, as in the case of two pennants 


that feature the names in bold text of 
well known Canadian scientist and 
environmentalist David Suzuki, and 
Canadian diplomat Stephen Lewis. 

“T tend to avoid portraiture like the 
plague,” Biesinger says. “I don’t think 
that the human face actually tells 
people all that much. I think faces just 
tell you how old someone is. I know 
that people always say that creases in 
someone’s face reflect life experiences, 
but with some exceptions, most of it is 
conjecture. Their names reveal as much 
about what they represent as if it was a 
portrait.” 

Having done illustration work for a 
variety of major publications, such as 
the Globe and Mail and the New York 
Times, it wouldn't be surprising for 
such an artist to seek out a larger urban 


centre for his exhibit, but Biesinger is 
happy to call Edmonton home. 

“Tve found that in magazine and 
newspaper work the common notion 
that you have to move out to Toronto 
or Montréal or New York to get the big 
jobs isn’t really true,” Biesinger says. 
“More than half of my assignments 
come from the United States right now; 
less than ten per cent from Alberta. 
And growing up and living here, I love 
the city and a lot of the spontaneity 
that comes with knowing the people 
that live here. You know, running into 
them along Whyte Avenue, seeing 
them for the first time in a few days ora 
decade. I feel a strong community here 
and I think that the world would be a 
bit better off if real communities were 
more prevalent.” 


gateway literary contest. 


Have you always wanted to see your ramblings published on newsprint? 
Twelve thousand pieces of newsprint? Well, friends, you're in luck-the , 
Gateway has a circulation of 12 000, is totally printed on newsprint and 


1 Short Fiction (under 1500 words) 


2 Really Short Fiction (under 150 words) 


3 Haiku 

4 Sonnet 

5 Limerick 

6 Photography 


* Deadline Extended to Sunday 11 March at 6pm 


wants to publish your writing. 


i 


This contest is open to any U of A student who can string a sentence 


together or snap a picture, and who isn’t currently a Gateway volunteer, 
Winners will have their writing published, and we'll even throw in some 
fantastic prizes. 


Entries will be judged on creativity and style. Submissions must be origi- 
nal, cannot have been published previously, and.will not be considered 

if they are hateful in nature. Submit your entries to managing@gateway. 
ualberta.ca or bring them to 3-04 SUB by 4 March, 2007. Contestants may 


only enter once per category. Please include your name, program and 


year, and e-mail address. Unfortunately, entries will not be returned. 


¢ 
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Cracking down on crime, one fist fight at a time 


New Xbox 360 game swaps game missions and levels for a free world—that is, one filled with unruly gangs and awesome stunts 


Crackdown 

Xbox 360 

Realtime Worlds 
Microsoft Game Studios 
Rated M for Mature 

On sale now 


RYAN HEISE 


Online Coordinator 


If I have one excuse as to why I didn’t 
accomplish nearly enough homework 
over Reading Week, it’s because I was 
sick for a great deal of it. However, 
rather than attempt any semblance of 
productivity in my weakened state, 
I instead opted to jump between 
skyscrapers, toss drug dealers into 
rivers and occasionally kick innocent 
bystanders clear through their cars. 
Allin all, it was a pretty good week. 
Crackdown is the latest open-world 
sandbox game to grace the Xbox 360. 
Akin to the Grand Theft Auto series, 
Crackdown drops players into a sprawl- 
ing futuristic urban environment. 


Lighting in his eyes 


Poor Harry. He's standing 
all alone in the rain on the 
Quidditch pitch, shivering and 
yearning for warmth. But if you 
look closely, he’s giving you sex 
eyes. He wants you to provide 
him with warmth. 


Gateway A&E is kind of like 
Harry, sitting all alone up in 
3-04 SUB, using provocative 
entertainment articles to lure 
you in. So please, please come 
and make the rain stop. 


GATEWAY A&E 


Giving sex eyes since 1910 


But unlike GTA, you take control of a 
genetically engineered super-cop and 
are tasked with cleaning up the crime- 
riddled city by any means necessary. 
Also, unlike many of its predecessors, 
Crackdown is as addictive as the drug 
found in its name. 

Rather than simply forcing play- 
ers to progress through the game via 
the completion of assigned missions, 
the game emphasizes vast amounts 
of independent exploration 
very non-linear game play. The city 
is divided into three sections, each 
ruled by a different gang. Every gang 
has a unique set of leaders that you 
need to take down to liberate the city, 
but how, when and in what order is 


and 


eft completely up to the player. 
This is definitely for the best, as 
Crackdown introduces a large role- 


playing feature that forces players to 
increase their skills before barging 
into a gang’s headquarters. This is 
accomplished in a few ways: defeat- 
ing your foes either via firearms or 


now 


getting 


fisticuffs, performing exemplary driv- 
ing maneuvers or collecting “Agility 
Orbs” that are peppered throughout 
the city’s skyline. 

Levelling up your character also 
constantly increases the fun factor 
of the game. As you increase your 
strength, you'll be able to lift heavier 
objects to toss around at enemies. 
The point when you can pick up a 
car—occupants and all—and hurl it 
at a pack of gang members is oddly 
satisfying. 

But what players will spend the 
most time doing is tracking down 
the “Agility Orbs” that increase their 
running speed or determine how far 
and high they can jump. When you 
can clear a 100-foot gap with no 
trepidation not only makes traversing 
the city easy, but often induces fits of 
glee as your tiny on-screen persona 
hurdles through the air. 

Crackdown’s main draw, however, 
rests in just how open it is. Want 
to get onto the roof of a 20-story 


2006/07 


EXPIRES 3/07/07 
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building and jump between its neigh- 
bours? Go for it. Want to steal a truck 
and drive straight into the moun- 
tains? Godspeed. Want to screw 
around for hours just exploring every 
nook and cranny of the local refin- 
ery? Fine. That paper isn’t due for two 
days anyways. 


tuesday, 6 march, 2007 


While the story portion of 
Crackdown won't take most gamers a 
long time to complete, the openness 
of the city and the wealth of achieve- 
ments to accomplish will keep them 
jumping between buildings and driv- 
ing cars of bridges for hours after the 
game is over. 


ON STUFF YOU’D BUY ANYWAY 


4 


UDENT PRIC! -CARD 


carded 


is a good thing 


the SPC Card" gets you exclusive discounts at hundreds of Canadian retailers. 


student tax 


preparation 
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come in today or call 


1-800-HRBLOCK 
hrblock.ca 


CE 


H&R BLOCK’ 


@ WiN'a trip for two 


ECRET DESTINATION to see 
LIVE IN CONCERT 


rockwithblock.ca 


‘Individual results vary. " Offers valid from 08/01/06 until 07/31/07. Valid at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted when used in 
conjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates. *To qualify, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or more months of full-time 
attendance at a college or university during 2006 or (ii) a valid high school identification card. Expires July 31, 2007. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada. **NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. 
Purchase of H&R Block products or services will not increase chances of winning. Begins 2/1/07 and ends 5/15/07. Open to legal residents of Canada (excluding Quebec residents) who are 13 or older and were full-time students 
for four or more months during 2006 at a high school, college or university. There will be 1 random draw to award the prize. Skill testing question required for award of prize. See www.rockwithblock.ca for Official Rules and how 
to play without purchase. Odds of winning vary based on participation. Void in Quebec and where prohibited. 
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The Tragically Hip 
World Container 
Universal Music 
www.thehip.com 


KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 
Photo Editor 


ees. 
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Fall Out Boy 

Infinity On High 

Island Records 
www.falloutboyrock.com 


KATHLEEN BELL 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Fall Out Boy definitely get weak 


A few things have changed since 
the Hip’s early days. While they still 
have their signature guitar base, the 
instrumental focus has now shifted: 
what you get from the new Hip, as 
heard on their latest album, World 
Container, is a mix of their tradi- 
tional melancholy flavour with a 
new, upbeat sound. 

The addition of piano gives a slight 
musical-theatre feel to songs such as 
“Pretend” 
Whether you consider this to be a step 
in the right direction or not, what will 
really make you stroke your think- 
ing beard is that the piano is written 
in and played as a guitar. Guitar! An 
instrument like the piano has so much 


and “World Container.” 


when it comes to a good turn of 
phrase. With song titles like “The 
Carpel Tunnel of Love” and “I’m 
Like a Lawyer with the Way I’m 
Always Trying to Get You Off (Me 
+ You),” Fall Out Boy’s latest con- 
tribution, Infinity on High, charms 
even before you can unwrap the 
cellophane. 

As for the music itself} regardless 
of their promises of infinity, nothing 
lasts for long on the new album. Tracks 
like “Thriller” and “The (After) Life 
of the Party” tend to undulate; as 
heavy guitars and snappy drums fall 
away, Patrick Stump’s vocals lead the 
songs in a more carefully melodic 
direction, only to be swept back into 
another round of rock bravado. From 
the simple addition of some horns, 


potential when combined with the 
unique melodies that the Hip pro- 


duces. Really, it seems a waste to use [ 


it as they do. 

That said, the Hip’s departure from 
their solemn style hasn't been a com- 
plete failure. They continue to find 
new ways of putting together dynamic 
homophonic tunes with rhythmic 
and melodic interest in the underlay. 
“Family Band” doesn’t disappoint, 
and “The Kids Don’t Get It” pro- 
vides some colourful flavours. While 
the slightly eclectic mixture might 
cause new fans to stray away, World 
Container is a delight for the old crew 
of Hip fans who want something fresh 
to feast on. 


strings or handclaps, to the more 
unusual choice of letting rapper Jay-Z 
introduce the album, Infinity on High 
never gets comfortable—or boring. 
They even throw in a reinterpreta- 
tion of Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah.” 
Despite the various embellishments, 
the album still manages to tie itself 
together in a way that guaran- 
tees head bobbing and shoulder 
shimmying. 
Stump’s 
times, but it’s forgivable only because 
the lyrics are so fun. Pete Wentz, the 
main lyricist for the band, takes aim 
at everything from scenesters to Fall 
Out Boy itself, assuring listeners, “I 
could write it better than you ever felt 
it.” Going by Infinity on High, he’s 
probably right. 


vocals are verbose at 


KIMSMITH 
YOU, YOU'RE A WALL OF SOUND Toronto instrumentalist septet Do Make Say Think blew brains and eardrums as they 
launched their new album, You, You're A History In Rust, to an enraptured audience at the Starlite Room last Friday. 
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Free Info Seminar 
Tues. @ 7pm 
7712-104 Street 


*Edmonton-based 


(780) 438 5704 
globaltesol.com 


Gateway A&E: No Rita Skeeters 


Here at Gateway A&E, we like to get the scoop on what's shakin’ in 
Edmonton. However, we're no Rita Skeeters; we don’t use Quick Quotes 
Quills and many of us have registered ourselves as animagi. If you want 
to learn the true basics of journalism, come up to 3-04 SUB on Thursdays 
at 5pm. There, we'll teach you everything you need to know-including a 
bit of up-to-date celebrity gossip. 


entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca 


GATEWAY A&E 


Pushing the edge of the magical envelope since 1910. 


SPORTS 


Bears falter again on National stage 


For the second-straight year, Alberta come out flat on CIS volleyball’s biggest 
stage and are left disappointed at the colour of the medals around their necks 


ANDREW RENFREE 
Sports Staff 


The Achilles heel for the Golden Bears 
volleyball team in 2007 ended up 
being the Winnipeg Wesmen. Eight 
days after beating Alberta in the bronze 
medal game of the Canada West play- 
offs, Winnipeg beat the Bears again 
in the gold medal game of the CIS 
Finals on Sunday to capture their first 
National Championship since 1998. 
It was the second year in a row that 
Alberta had to watch another team 
celebrate on the court at McMaster. 

“The guys are still looking sad; 
they're a bit of a somber group now. 
They know they had an opportunity, 
and they're going to be disappointed 
about this for a while,’ Bears head 
coach Terry Danyluk said. “I think ina 
few days they'll reflect back and not be 
completely satisfied, but they can sure 
be proud of what they did.” 

Alberta came out strong by winning 
the first set, but the momentum shifted 
towards Winnipeg who went on to 
win the second and third sets easily. 
Facing elimination, Alberta rebounded 
in the fourth set to tie the match. But, 
in the fifth and deciding set, Winnipeg 
led throughout and won 15-10 to claim 
their tenth National Championship. 

For Alberta, who beat Dalhousie and 
Trinity Western to make the final, this 
weekend brought redemption after 
being upset twice on their home court 
in the Canada West Final Four. 

“T thought this 


responded really well based on what 


weekend we 


i 


happened [at the Final Four], and I told 
them that we showed a lot of heart to 
come back, and we played some good 
volleyball,” Danyluk said of his team. 
“Winnipeg did some things practi- 
cally that worked for them, and they 
were similar to last weekend; we just 
didn’t adjust well enough through the 


whole match.” 


“The guys are still 
looking sad; they're a 
bit ofa somber group 
now. They know they 
had an opportunity, 
and they're going to 
be disappointed about 
this for a while.” 


TERRY DANYLUK, 
BEARS VOLLEYBALL COACH 


Danyluk said that his team was 
drained by the tough, five-set battle 
against TWU Saturday night, which 
might have given them a disadvan- 
tage in the gold medal game. Alberta 
finished their game against TWU at 
Ilpm the previous night, while the 
Wesmen finished at 7:30pm, giving 
them some extra time to prepare. 

“Going five sets against Trinity was 
a barnburner, and there were signs 
[Sunday] of guys being a little bit tired 
because they weren’t executing some 
of the things that they normally do,” 


CHRIS TAIT, THE GAUNTLET 
AND THE QUEEN PLAYED ON Tiffany Dodds hoists the rather unimpressive 
Red River trophy over her head after guiding Alberta to the National Title. 


Danyluk explained. “At times like 
this, you have to allow the energy and 
adrenaline to carry you. Sometimes it 
works, and sometimes it doesn’t.” 

The one consolation, if such a thing 
exists in a loss to end the season, is 
that no one expected Alberta to be in 
the gold medal game after losing seven 
players last season, five of whom were 
starters. The Bears don’t see silver as 
a victory, but perhaps with such a 
young team, it produces optimism for 
the future of this club. 

“If you were to ask me at the 
start of the year, I guess we thought 
we would be able to compete, but I 
don’t think I would have went out on 
a limb and told you that we would 
have been in the National Finals,” 
Bears Libero Justin Wong said. “No 
matter how crappy this feeling is, we 
do have a lot to be proud of, so we 
can take some positives out of this 
situation.” 

The loss was especially tough on 
Wong, who won gold with Alberta 
two years ago, but suffered defeat in 
the final the past two seasons. Sunday’s 
game was Wong’s last as a Golden Bear, 
as he and middle Derek Proudfoot have 
exhausted their eligibility. 

“T don’t know ifit’s really hit me yet, 
but it will sometime, and I’ll definitely 
make sure I take it all in,” Wong said. 
“Tl miss being able to compete. It’s a 
privilege to play in this league, and I'll 
miss the guys on the team. You spend 
so much time with them every day 
they become like family, so I’m defi- 
nitely going to miss that.” 
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LET IT OUT Ben Saxton hangs his head over the medal hanging from his neck. 


Pandas rewarded for faith in Dodds 


ANDREW RENFREE 
Sports Staff 


CALGARY—L's only fitting that third- 
year outside hitter Tiffany Dodds ended 
the title match of CIS Championships 
on Saturday with a kill. 

One night earlier, the Lucky Lake, 
Saskatchewan product limped up the 
stairs of the Calgary Kinesiology build- 
ing, her muscles aching from the 32 
kills, seven blocks and seven digs she 
had in leading the Pandas to victory 
over the Calgary Dinos in the semi- 
Her thumb, which she hurt 
on the second block she made in the 


finals. 


game, was wrapped in an ice-pack, 
but she says the pain didn’t set in until 
after the final whistle. Yet there’s no 
way these minor injuries could keep 
her from the National Final, where she 


had 17 more kills on the way to gold. 
Last week, Dodds was presented 
with the Mary Lyons Award, given to 
the CIS Female Player of the Year. Her 
ability to set and hit earned her the nod, 
but there was plenty of competition 
for the award from Marylene Laplante 
from Laval and Joanna Niemczewska 
from Calgary, both of whom had been 
chosen as player of the year twice 
before. Dodds was definitely surprised 
when she heard the announcement. 


“I was shocked; I was speechless 
and shaking. It was an amazing feel- 
ing,’ the 21-year-old says. True to 
her character, though, she’s quick to 


share credit with her teammates. “It’s 
my team that helped me get there. It’s 
great to be recognized, but I would 
not be there without my team.” 

“She just never fails to amaze me, 
and she has just gone to a whole new 
level this year,’ Pandas coach Laurie 
Eisler adds. ‘ 
but she’s got lots of upward left in her; 
she’s just scratching the surface.” 

What makes her award even more 


‘Tt’s a nice honour for her, 


impressive is that this has been a 
transition year for Dodds. She moved 
from her role as setter last year to 
that of an outside hitter this year—a 
switch that shows her versatility and 
ability to refine her game. 

“Tr’s rare that a player can go from 
setting to attacking, and not many 
kids have the ability to set and hit 
well, but [Tiffany] is a real universal- 
style player,” Eisler says. “She hasn’t 
played middle, although she probably 
would be able to do it and she could 
probably play libero. Maybe part of it 
was playing the game really young 
so the skill set was there. We prob- 
ably have had one other player that 
could have done anything and that 
was [member of the late ’90s Pandas 
dynasty] Miroslava Pribylova.” 

“T knew my role both years, and 
it’s not so much that I like one or the 
other better; it’s whatever each indi- 
vidual team needs, and Ill do what I 
need to do,” Dodds adds. 

Dodds’ humility about her many 


accomplishments is unwavering, so it 
might be left up to her family to brag 
about what she’s accomplished in CIS 
volleyball. But the award cabinet in the 
Dodds’ basement is getting a little full 
jas Tiffany’s brother Mark has been 
one of the best men’s volleyball players 
in the country over the past five years. 

“Our parents have a little wall 
downstairs—a ‘Mark’ wall and a 
‘Tiffany’ wall,” she laughs. “At home 
with other games we're competitive 
but I don’t compare myself to him [in 
volleyball]. It’s not like we compare 
statistics or anything. He’s my big 
brother and I look up to him because 


he’s done so well with volleyball.” 
Mark and Tiffany’s parents both 
played volleyball and got their chil- 
dren involved in the sport at a very 
young age. It also helped that they’re 
both teachers and coaches, 
volleyball lessons came early. 
“Since we were babies they've been 
bringing us to games and throwing 
us in the coat piles in the corner. Once 
Mark and I got old enough, we started 
playing off to the side,” Dodds says. 
After a dominant weekend perfor- 
mance, Dodds was also selected as 


so the 


tournament MVP. Despite the personal 
hardware she’s going to add to her 
parents’ award wall, it’s the National 
Championship she cherishes. 

“Those [personal] awards don’t 
matter as much as this gold medal 
around the neck,” she says. 
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SPORTS DO 


Leah helps Pandas cope with Bisons to land CanWest gold 


First-year centre's breakout with three-point night against Manitoba highlights dominating weekend on the ice for Alberta 


JANELLE SLOYCHUK 


For the ninth-consecutive time, the 
Pandas hockey team had reason to cel- 
ebrate when the final horn sounded 
on the Canada West Final. With a pair 
of shutouts of the Manitoba Bisons, 
Alberta adds yet another conference 
banner to the rafters of Clare Drake 
Arena. 

Friday night saw a dominant Pandas 
squad that outshot Manitoba 37-5, 
resulting in a 4-0 win, but the Bisons 
were able to make a better show of it 
on Saturday, as they were still outshot 
badly 24-12, but held Alberta to only 
two goals in a 2—0 loss. Friday night 
saw conference all-star Holly Terleton 
add another 60 minutes to her shutout 
streak—which is up to 214:01—while 
first-year Dana Vinge was between the 
pipes on Saturday for her first playoff 
action. 

“Maybe we didn’t finish this week- 
end—or we didn’t generate a lot of 
offensive opportunities—but at least 
[Saturday’s] game was a little more 
back and forth,” said Bisons head 
coach Jon Rempel, who was named 
Canada West Coach of the Year. “We 
have to generate more scoring chances 
than we did. [Alberta] doesn’t give 
you a lot of chances.” 

While veterans Lindsay McAlpine 
and Tarin Podloski—the country’s top- 
two scorers—were held relatively quiet 
on the weekend, combining for only 
three points and one goal, the sweep 
of the Bisons marked a breakout week- 
end for first-year centre Leah Copeland, 
who potted a pair of goals and an assist 


KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 


MAD SCRAMBLE IN FRONT Lindsay McAlpine fights for the puck in front of Manitoba goalie Stacy Corfield during Saturday's 2-0 Alberta victory. 


in Friday’s Alberta victory. 

Among those first-year players 
who proved their value is product of 
Calgary centre Leah Copeland, who 
contributed to Friday’s final score 
against the Bisons with two of her 
own goals and one assist. 

“Copeland is an awesome rookie 
witha lot of skill,” said McAlpine, who 
was named Canada West Player of the 
Year. “She’s quick; she’s a huge asset to 
our team, and she’s really stepped into 


her role on the second line and was a 
big part of our win [this weekend].” 

“T wouldn’t say that I’m taking a 
lead, I'm playing my role,’ Copeland 
added. 

Copeland’s emergence is impor- 
tant for a veteran-laden Alberta squad 
that loses McAlpine, Taryn Berry and 
team captain Kaye London after this 
year. 

“We're going to take a blow,” 
Copeland said. “We'll be able to fill 


Trio of blueliners pick up defensive 
intensity for puck Pandas in playofts 


TREVOR PHILLIPS 


s Write 


Even when the Pandas hockey squad’s 
ninth Canada West Championship 
banner was all but guaranteed, the 
Manitoba Bisons still couldn’t enter 
the Alberta zone to try a last ditch 
effort at stirring up some offence. 

By holding the Herd without a goal, 
the Pandas stretched their shutout 
streak to 525:59 and haven't given upa 
goal since 9 February, when they beat 
UBC 7-1. Whether the goalie has been 
Holly Tarleton, Danielle Bles or Dana 
Vinge, the Pandas defensive corps has 
stood tall and completely shut down 
the opposition. 

“Our defensive unit has 
improving the entire year, and they're 
peaking right now,” Pandas head 
coach Howie Draper explained. “I 
think they’re doing great, and that’s 
really important for us heading into 
Nationals.” 


been 


There are three defencemen who 
form a solid core on the Alberta blue- 
line, and each bring a unique element 
to the team. Alanna Donahue is a 
gifted veteran that the Pandas coach- 
ing staff thinks has the ability to be 
the best defenceman in CIS, Trisha 
McNeill is a hard-working bundle 
of aggression and Rayanne Reeve is 
the rookie sensation fresh off the top 
women’s team in Canada, the Oval 
Extreme. The trio log big minutes 
and pitch in offensively, while stick- 
ing to defensive coach Judy Diduck’s 
backend philosophy. 

“Make the quick pass, tape to tape 
and keep things simple,” Diduck said. 


“[The simplicity] keeps it consistent.” 
Against Manitoba, McNeill was all 
over the ice, blocking shots, playing 
physical and directing traffic. Her 
ear-shattering screams were audible 
throughout Clare Drake as she kept her 
teammates focused and responsible. 

“Trish probably had her best game 
of the year [Friday night],” Diduck 
said. “Her game is simple and hard. 
She is a great team player and a great 
communicator.” 

“She plays a huge role on the team,” 
Reeve added of McNeill. “She looks 
like this little innocent girl, but she 
plays a game twice her size.” 

Reeve has also emerged on the 

Pandas and done so in a big way. 
The 19-year-old Calgary product 
has made the adjustment from the 
Western Women’s Hockey League 
quite easily. She leads the conference 
in points, assists, and plus/minus 
among defencemen while playing on 
the first power-play unit with the Big 
Three—Jenna Barber, Tarin Podloski, 
and Lindsay McAlpine. 
“Having Rayanne on the power 
play gives us options,” Draper 
explained. “By moving [Podloski] to 
the point, it gives us three good shots 
up high and makes our power play 
very dangerous.” 

“[Reeve is] a great person,” McNeill 
adds. “She is one of those people you 
need around because she has so much 
talent, and she has a great shot.” 

While Reeve’s abilities have been a 
welcome arrival, Donahue has slowly 
made herself one of the top defence- 
men on this talented group. The 
fourth-year Phys Ed and Rec student 


attributes her steady growth to having 
confidence in her own game. 

“For me to be successful I just need 
to stay calm and believe in myself,” 
Donahue said. “I have really worked 
hard on my confidence, staying calm 
and reading the plays.” 

“She is one of our most skilled 
players; she just needs to believe in 
her ability,” Draper adds. “I think she 
has a huge impact in any game she 
plays in, and she has really stepped 
up her play recently.” 

Heading into Nationals, the Pandas 
are in top form and are among the 
favourites as they try to repeat as 
champions and take their sixth title 
in eight years. With Donahue, Reeve 
and McNeill watching the backend, 
Alberta is proving that good things 
do come in threes. 


REARGUARD 


Alanna Donahue 


A fourth-year from Grand Cache, 
Alberta, Donahue has two goals, 14 
assists and is plus-25. 


Rayanne Reeve 

A first-year out of Calgary, Reeve is a 
first-team Canada West all-star this 
season. 


Trisha McNeill 

The third-year Edmonton native has 
one goal and three assists, but is 
plus-eleven for the season. 


some of those roles though not to 
the extent of their experience, but 
we have a lot of strong young players 
coming up.” 

While Copeland 
Alberta, it was Manitoba goalten- 
der Stacy Corfield—who made 55 
saves over the weekend—who stood 
on her head for Manitoba. While 
Corfield was proud of the effort her 
team put forth, she was disappointed 
they didn’t adjust sooner to the flow 


stood out for 


of the game. 

“[The officiating] was little differ- 
ent than what we're used to,” Corfield 
said. “They were letting a lot go, but 
when we picked up on the fact that 
they weren't calling as much, we were 
able to pick it up a little bit and started 
using it to our advantage.” 

While the Bisons fell this weekend, 
they will join the Pandas as both teams 
head to Ottawa in two weeks for the 
CIS Championships. 


KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 
CLEARS THE CREASE LIKE ASNOWPLOW Rayanne Reeve (18) has beena 
big part of a Pandas defence that hasn't allowed a goal in almost a month. 
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platforms mark race for SU President 
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MICHALMLYNARZ 


SHELL GAME On March 7-8, voters will get to decide whether Janz (left), Henry or Lawrence will get to don the shiny SU crown. (Note: no actual crown exists.) 


MARIA KOTOVYCH 
News Staff 


The race for Students’ Union President is 
underway with six candidates this year 
up for the challenge—three of whom 
are joke candidates. The three real candi- 
dates are: Amanda Henry, current Vice- 
President (Academic); Michael Janz, 
current Lister Hall Students’ Association 
President; and Cody Lawrence, 
Intramurals coordinator with the former 
Arts Students Association. 


What is the main thing you would 
want to accomplish as President? 


Amanda Henry: As President, I would 
like to sort of refocus our affordability 
and accessibility messaging, because 
there’s a new provincial government 
and the University has a new vision for a 
great university. I think we have a really 
great opportunity to start advocating not 
only for more affordable education, but 
to start filling the gaps in quality that the 
institution has started to see since the 
cuts in the ’9Qs. I think they’re all tied 
to the education you get here is easier 
to get because you don’t have to carry as 
much debt—it’s more likely that those 
other things will improve, too. 


Michael Janz: As President, the main 
thing I'd like to accomplish is making 
sure that the SU has a broader vision 
than just tuition advocacy. I want to 
make sure that some of the other port- 
folios in this organization, such as our 
businesses and our services and our 
building, aren't neglected. [Students 
are] concerned [as to] why the SU for 
five years [is] running a business that’s 
been losing money almost to the tune 
of half-a-million dollars, but we haven't 
seen presidential candidates sort of 
talking about these issues. We always 
talk about tuition advocacy, but these 
[internal issues] are just as important to 
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our organization as the external issues. 


Cody Lawrence: A serious increase in 
the amount of things that are actually 
wanted by the students. There’s a lot of 
concern for things like microwaves and 
student spaces, student spaces just to 
study in, access to materials needed— 
photocopiers, wireless Internet, all that 
kind of thing—and for some reason, 
these things have been backbenched for 
the last two or three years now, much 
to the frustration to a lot of students I’ve 


talked to, anyways. 


What issues would you pri- 

oritize when dealing with the 
Administration and the provincial 
government? 


Henry: The province and the University 
are listening with different ears. To the 
University, my main messages would 
be educational quality—the University 
needs to be making direct invest- 
ments into undergraduate education. 
For instance, making sure that they do 
hire 500 new professors. The provin- 
cial government doesn’t have quite the 
ground-level view of the University, so 
my priorities to them would be funding 
university to make it more acceptable 
for more qualified students and making 
sure ... that it’s designed to improve the 
experience here, that the provincial gov- 
ernment provides it with that in mind. 


Janz: | would make sure that the issues 
we're looking at are, well, that we take 
sort of a practical approach. I mean, 
we've been asking for a tuition rollback 
last year and that hasn’t happened. And I 
think one issue that we need to take on 
is student loans. We haven't had this as 
the main focus of our advocacy efforts. 
So I just want to make sure that we start 
tackling issues at the SU that are impor- 
tant to students that are more winnable. 
Lawrence: I would say, obviously the 


(DONT WORRY FELLAS WE GOT YOU 


most pressing issue is tuition, as usual, 
and presenting that is a matter of show- 
ing what we've done in the past, the 
cry for it right now, and what we're 
currently doing to keep up with it. 


What does the number of joke 
candidates say about perceptions 
of the SU? 


Henry: I'm actually really glad to see 
the joke candidates, because it means 
that more students are getting involved 
with the SU. A lot of the joke candidates 
are students who wouldn't normally be 
involved in the SU election race, so I 
actually thought it was really positive to 
see students getting interested. 


Janz: I think joke candidates serve a 
good purpose [in] that they’re spreading 
awareness about the vote, that they’re 
getting students talking about the elec- 
tion. I think it shows that we have to 
remember that, at the end of the day, 
this is still student politics, it still can be 
fun. 


Lawrence: It’s actually a welcomed 
change. I like to see that there are people 
who are taking—I'd say not as much of 
a comical jest at being President—but 
definitely trying to get more people 
involved for sure. 


How would you work with the 
different vice-presidents on their 
portfolios? 


Henry: The vice-presidents would be 
taking their own lead on their portfo- 
lios. I think a really important part of 
the President’s job is to make sure that 
the vision of the Executive as a whole 
coordinates, but without sort of leading 
the vice-presidents around by the ear. I 
would hope ... we can set up a dynamic 
where they listen when I put my foot 
down, but that they feel comfortable 
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pursuing their own visions, because 
everyone's elected on their own plat- 
form, and has their own contribution to 
give to the organization. 


Janz: I think the President’s overall 
responsibility is setting the direction of 
the organization and I think that’s some- 
thing I'll be able to do very well from 
my previous experience as President 
of the Lister Hall Students’ Association. 
I had to be responsible for setting the 
direction for what we were going to do 
as an Executive. I think one of the dan- 
gers is sometimes for an SU President, if 
they came from a certain background, 
they would retain that portfolio too 
much. The President needs to allow the 
VPs the flexibility to do what they want 
with their portfolios. 


Lawrence: Well, I’ve talked to a lot of 
these guys in the last week or so, and 
they all have some pretty interesting 
points concerning their materials and 
what they've had to say. I think actu- 
ally everything would run together 
really smoothly if certain people [whose 
platforms I’ve looked at] would get into 


office. 


In five minutes or less, write a 


haiku on why you should be 
elected. 


Henry: 
If I'm elected 
No poetry will students hear 
No haikus. Indeed. 


Janz: 
Students are shouting 
It’s time we offered results 
Time for new vision. 


Lawrence: 
Wants go unanswered 
You ought to get what you need 
Vote Cody for Change. 
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Teach English 
Overseas 


x 


© Intensive 60-Hour Program 


© Proven Test-Taking Strategies ® Classroom Management Techniques 


© Personalized Professional Instruction ® Detailed Lesson Planning 


© Comprehensive Study Materials © Comprehensive Teaching Materials 


© Simulated Practice Exams @ Internationally Recognized Certificate 


© Free Repeat Policy 


® Teacher Placement Service 
® Personal Tutoring Available 
® Thousands of Satisfied Students 


Oxford Seminars 


780-428-8700! 1-800:779-1779 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


® Money Back Guarantee Included 
© Thousands of Satisfied Students 


«9 OXFORD 


SEMINARS 


780-428-8700 / 1-800-779-1779 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


Swedish high jumper 
Carolina Kluft may be 
a little surprised that 
she made it over the 
bar, but why should 
she be when it’s set 
so low? 


Here at the Gateway, 
we can help you raise 
the bar for your own 
writing, so you too can 
be surprised when you 
make it over. Or we 
can give you access to 
athletes like Carolina 
Kluft, so you can ask 
them why and how they 
do what they do. 


Whichever you prefer, 
the first step is stopping 
by a Sports meeting, 
Tuesdays at 5pm in 3-04 
SUB. You don't have to be 
a Swedish high jumper, 
you don't have to have 
any experience and you 
don't have to know a 
thing about university 
sports. All you need is 
an interest in writing 
and the ability to leap 
one meter into the air 
and land on your back. 
Blue and yellow clothing 
is also a must. 


sports@ 
gateway.ualberta.ca 


GATEWAY SPORTS 


Making valant attempts at the lowbar since 1910 


“acta 


PANDAS ¢ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Fisler felt they established them- 
selves as a “serve and block” team in 
their quarter-final matchup against St 
Mary’s, and those words proved true 
on Saturday as Alberta recorded eight 
aces—three from Dodds and two 
each from Blair and Wojtkiw—and 
eleven team blocks to Laval’s four. 
It was that balance that did in Laval, 
according to Eisler. 

“Tt was a real collective, even though 
it looked like we were a two-person 
team [with Dodds and Blair]—we 
started that way, but as the season 


THE PEP RALLY 


by Paul Owen 


Pandas Basketball 


With a 81-58 upset of the SFU Clan 
on Friday night, the hardcourt Pandas 
booked their tickets to the Rock for this 
year's Nationals at Memorial University. 
Kristin Jarock, Michelle Smith, Ashley 
Wigg and Trish Ariss all scored in double 
digits for Alberta. Much like their divi- 
sional final victory over Saskatchewan, 
a hot start was all the Pandas needed, 
as they opened with a 23-13 lead and 
expanded it to 49-27 at the half. 

In Saturday's conference final, the 
roles were reversed on Alberta as the 
UBC Thunderbirds walked away with 


wore on, our team evolved, and it 
became very balanced,” she said. “If 
anyone was just going to focus on 
those two, or one of the two, they 
were going to pay.” 

That they won the title at the 
expense of the defending champs 
wasn't lost on the Pandas, who also 
saw their title run as redemption for 
last season’s first-round upset. 

“We took the trophy right out of 
Laval’s hands. They won it last year and 
thought they would win again all year, 
and we took it from them,” Blair said. 

“We knew what it felt [to lose] that 


a 88-66 victory and the Canada West 
banner. Wigg scored 17 points to lead 
Alberta, but UBC shot .578 from the 
floor and .769 from beyond the arc to 
down the Pandas. Erica McGuinness led 
the Thunderbirds with 22 points, seven 
assists and two steals—three if you count 
my heart. 


Wrestling 


The Golden Bears and Pandas returned 
from the CIS wrestling championships 
with two silver medals and tenth- and 
twelfth-place finishes, respectively. 
Samantha McKay finished fourth in 
the women's 72kg event, while Jenna 
Yamashita scored fifth for the Pandas in 
the 5lkg. 

Onthe men’s side, both Anthony Kulak 
and Jarret Wall took home silver medals; 
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CHRIS TAIT, THE GAUNTLET 


RIGHT THURR Jocelyn Blair (2) hammers a kill past Laval’s Melanie Savoie. Blair had 12 kills in Saturday's title match. 


Balanced Alberta attack snatches 
gold from Rouge et Ors clutches 


quarter-final match, and we never 
wanted to feel like that again,” Roper 
added. 

Marie-Christine Mondor had 20 kills 
for the Rouge et Or in a losing cause, 
while two-time CIS Player of the Year 
Maryléne Laplante added 13 kills and 
13 digs in her final CIS game. 

In the bronze medal game, another 
two-time CIS Player of the Year, Dino 
Joanna Niemczewska, ended her career 
with 15 kills in a straight-set victory 
over the Trinity Western Spartans. It 
was Calgary's third-straight bronze 
medal at Nationals. 


Kulak in the 54kg and Wall in the 72kg. 
Wall was also named the CIS wrestling 
Student-Athlete of the Year. It should 
also be noted that Saskatchewan's Keith 
Folkerson, the man who beat Wall for 
gold in the 72kg, doubles as the Graphics 
Editor of the Sheaf. Of course, while our 
pals to the east could probably kick our 
ass in a wrestling contest, we here at 
the Gateway are still the champs in both 
office badminton and the dance-off. 


Fantasy Hockey 


Managing Editor Chloé Fedio beat me 
in fantasy hkey this week. With a 5-4 
final, Chloé has established that her goal- 
tending duo of Martin Brodeur and Kari 
Lehtonen is better than Marty Turco is to 
me. As much as | loathe to admit it, if | 
didn’t, I'd never hear the end of it. 
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TREVOR PHILLIPS 
Sports Writer 


The Alberta Golden Bears are off to 
their ninth-consecutive Canada West 
final, while the UBC Thunderbirds 
are heading home believing they 
should have been able to come out 
on top. 

The T-Birds did everything they 
possibly could to delay a speedy Bears 
attack on Friday night and lasted until 
five minutes into the second period, 
when Alberta scored three goals in an 
astounding 44 seconds to spur a 5-1 
victory. Saturday, UBC had more jump 
in their step, but with 6:17 left to play, 
Bears rookie defenceman Mark Ashton 
scored the go-ahead goal with a slap- 
shot that beat Thunderbirds goalie 
Gerry Festa high on the glove-side and 
ended UBC’s season. 

“T thought our guys battled and 
competed this weekend, and I give 
them a lot of credit,’ T-Birds head 
coach Milan Dragicevic said while 
forcing back tears. “But penalties 
killed us all year, and they ended up 


biting us in the end.” 

On Friday night, it was speedsters 
Dale Mahovsky and Dylan Stanley 
wreaking havoc, as the duo combined 
for four points. The T-Birds couldn't 
contain the Alberta forwards and 
wound up surrendering 41 shots on 
Festa and drawing nine penalties. 

“We really brought our level up 
when it mattered,” Bears head coach 
Eric Thurston said of his team’s scor- 
ing burst. “That has a lot to do with 
experience and veteran guys who 
really want to win.” 

“The swagger [of a winning team] 
should always be there and be present 
in all the decisions we make,” Bears 
assistant coach Serge Lajoie added. 

On Saturday night, UBC checked the 
Bears much tighter and was able to neu- 
tralize some of the quicker Alberta for- 
wards; however, the Thunderbirds still 
found themselves shorthanded eleven 


times, though they didn’t allow a goal 
in ten of them. Still, as the game neared 
its end, the Alberta forecheck wore 
down the UBC defencemen, which 
lead to Ashton’s game winner. Rookie 


forward Jesse Gimblett stole the puck in 
the UBC end and fed it to Ashton, who 
pounded it past Festa. 

“We are a well-conditioned team, 
and it just wears a team down when 
you can establish an up-tempo fore- 
check,” Lajoie said. “TI call it the “White 
Wave, and we had it going for the last 
14 minutes of tonight’s game.” 

“[UBC] was coming off three games 
last week and the game [Friday], so we 
wanted to make them work and make 
them skate,” Bears goaltender Aaron 
Sorochan explained. “We don’t want 
to play hockey on a Sunday here, so 
we worked hard for the win.” 

The close result of Saturday's contest 
left the Thunderbirds, who felt they 
played well enough to force a third 
game, disappointed in the early end to 
their season. 

“We are not happy or content with 


the second round,” Dragicevic said. 
“They had puck-luck and we didn’t; I 
thought we played well and deserved 
to win.” 

“We did deserve to win; we wanted 
it more than them,” UBC captain Brad 


SPORTS 3I 


Ashton goal sends hockey Bears to CW final 


Sh ia 


STEFFI ROSSKOPF 


STANDING TALL Aaron Sorochan (30) allowed only two goals this weekend. 


Zanon concurred. “[Alberta] just capi- 
talized on their chances.” 

The Bears will now move on to the 
CanWest Final for the eleventh con- 
secutive season, where they’ll face the 


IT'LL ALWAYS BE 


HOME 


For more reasons to choose a health career in 


Saskatchewan, visit 


Saskatchewan! 


Government of Saskatchewan 


Saskatchewan Huskies for the sixth 
straight time. Also, the Bears pushed 
their post-season winning streak to 16 
games and haven't lost at home to UBC 
since 21 November, 1998. 


The giraffe is the natural prey 
of the Golden Bear. 


Sure, they occasionally will feast on 
Huskies, Dinos or Thunderbirds, but 
there's nothing they like to sink their teeth 
into more than giraffes. While the Gafeway 
can't put you in the hunt with the Golden 
Bears, we can put you in the humvee that 
follows them around and then documents 
their kill. We'll even let you interview them 
afterwards. All you need to do is stop by a 
Sports meeting-Tuesdays at 5pm in 3-04 
SUB-to pick up your driver's license. And 
yes, | am talking in metaphors. 


sports @gateway.ualberta.ca 


As proud and noble 


as the giraffe since 1910 
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Art Spiegelman is the world renowned author of WE D NE SDAY 

MAUS: A Survivor’s Tale, a graphic novel based on 

his parents’ experience as concentration camp 

survivors. His work earned him a Pulitzer Prize is 

1992, and he continues to be on the forefront of 

political controversy with his recently published 

article, “Drawing Blood: Outrageous Cartoons and MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE DOORS 6:30 LECTURE 7PM 
the Art of Outrage,” in the June issue of Harper’s. 

His article focuses on theories of forbidden images 

after controversy arose over cartoons of Muhammad IN ADVANCE 


printed in several Danish newspapers. 


INFORMATION BOOTHS IN 
STUDENTS SUB | HUB | CAB | ETLC 


Spiegelman’s touring speech discusses the art of $ 1 8 TICKETMASTER 


“forbidden images” and freedom of speech in our EARTH’S GENERAL STORE 
world today. His talk will feature a visual presenta- 
tion of the images he speaks about. 


Alberta ° the » 
GA) Fatftation it THE GATEWAY Honowin JF 
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Vote Coke YES 


1. Coke on campus: 


The Real Question 


- Removing coke from campus 1s NOT an option. 
- The University will sign the deal and SUB 1s under contract for two 


more years. 
2. Ethics: 


- The accusations against Coke are circumstantial and sensationalized, 
they are nothing more than anti-corporate rhetoric. 


3. Affordability: 


- When accessibility is threatened by financial constraint and the 
government is not helping, we must secure funding for students. 


Saying YES to the proposed contract would: 
1. Give $524,377 every year directly to 
students through scholarships, bursaries 


and services. 


2. Require that the contract would be 


open for viewing by any undergraduate 
student. 


3. NOT force anyone to drink Coke. 
You can bring your own beverage, go to 
Mac’s, or drink from a fountain. 


Saying NO to the proposed contract would: 


1. NOT eliminate Coke from campus. 
The University would still sign a new 
contract without the SU, keeping Coke 
on campus but providing absolutely 
NO benefits to students. 


2. NOT eliminate Coke from SUB. After 
two years many vendors would continue to 
sell it. 


3. Maintain Coke’s current monopoly 
on campus for the next two years without 
any financial benefits for students. 


Questions Answered: An end to the myths surrounding the Coke deal. 


Q: Is this plebiscite merely a question of money vs.ethics? 


A: No. While saying YES will guarantee students money, saying NO will not have any effect on ethics because Coke will 


remain the exclusive seller on campus. 


Q: The last agreement defaulted because of a consumption quota. Will that happen to the next agreement? 


A: No. The new agreement contains no consumption quota. 


Q: Why will saying NO not get rid of Coke? 


A: 1) because SUB is still under contract for two years. 


2) because the rest of campus is controlled by the University and they will sign the deal. 


Q: Will saying NO rid the world of Global Capitalism? 


A: NO! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


To place a classified ad, please go to 
www.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


Looking for a place to live? Check out the SU's Housing 
Registry! Hundreds of suites and rooms for rent. www. 
rentingspaces.ca 


FOR SALE 


995 Dodge Stratus 270 O0Okm, runs well. Cd player, roof 
rack, new tires. $800 OBO 932-5680 


SERVICES 


ESLlessons int and adv, TOEFL private and small group call 
Lisa 433-9420 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


arma Tashi Ling Tibetan Buddhist Centre, Lama Ani 
unsang resident teacher, invites students and staff to 
Buddhist meditation practice Wed 7pm and Sun 10am, 
0502-70Ave, 633-6157. 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


RN jobs in industry. Must have current registration, AFA 
or BTLS or be a registered EMT. Fax resume to 428- 
5553 


Make money and golf for free. No experience necessary. 
Coloniale Golf Club is seeking Grounds Maintenance 
Personnel Lounge, Banquet, Kitchen Staff Proshop, Back 
Shop, Starters and Marshalls For 2007 Golf Season Fax 
929 2540 Or e-mail cjaciuk@coloniale.ca Phone 929 
4653 ext 221 


The OntarionWord 
compiled by Krystian Imgrum (CUP) 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


YMCA Child Care requires part-time Child Care 
Programmers for shifts M-F from 3-6pm. Minimum of 
6 hour commitment. Free YMCA membership and full- 
time positions for summer 2007. Pay ranges from $9- 
$12 hourly. Please e-mail cabel@edmonton.ymca.ca 


Hudsons on Campus hiring for all positions please apply in 
person or e-mail to Jarrett@ hudsonstaphouse.com 


Student Calling Program is hiring Work on campus $1 
per hour(min 10.5h/week) To apply or for info: e-mai 
scpsuper@ualberta.ca 


Part-time receptionist required. University area Sports 
Chiropractic Clinic looking for energetic individual to fil 
immediate opening. Position offers campus location, 
flexible hours and competitive wages. Applicants mus 
posess excellent communication and customer service 
skills. Phys Ed, Kinesiology or Physiology background 
and previous reception experience are assets, but no 
required. Summer and holiday availability required. 
E-mail cover letter, resumé and hours of availability to 
kristens@rivervalleyhealth.com. 


Part-time personal care aid required for 24/F quad. 
Flexible hours avail. $12-15/hr for your choice of 5-15 
hrs/week. Please call Lisa (RAPS) @425-5450. 


Do you love working with children? Our out-of-school 
care is hiring enthusiastic staff (morning and/or 
afternoon shifts) for late April through 30 June. Two 
blocks from campus. Competitive wages. 439-1456 


windsorparkafterschool@shaw.ca 


Mother's Helperfor pre-schooler and baby. Aprilthrough 
August ‘07 with option to extend. M-F 10am to 4pm. 
$12-15/hour. Assist with childcare, light housekeeping, 
meal prep. Near UofA campus. Experience with children 
an asset. Please call Kim at 485-9865. 


Intern position available immediately. Learn from a young 


The Crossword runs semi-regularly with the answer available at www.thegatewayonline.ca 


Across 

1. Singer Tormé 

A. Lightening or hot 

7. Vain one 

10. Tender 

15. Fuss 

16. Exist 

17. Indonesian islands 

18. Optimus____ 

19. Novel 

21. | don't want to study yet! (2 
wds.) 

23. Still procrastinating... (2 wds.) 
25. Attractive, to Ludacris 
26. Cheer, in Valencia 

27. \vy leaguer 

29. Court order 

33. Make parallel 

36. Aluminium producer 
37. Race judge, sometimes 
38. Eye part 

39. Casted 

AQ. Appeared 

Al. God of the woods 

A2. Cake portion 

43. Send forth 

A4, & 45. Still procrastinating... (2 
wds.) 

46. Scrape 

A8. Dog's threat 

A9, Racer's wheels 

52. Ruminates 
53.Pommede____ 

54. Hay unit 

55. Let 

56. City of ill repute 

57. Computer part 

58. Makes doilies 

59. Demon 

60. School subj. 

61. Scottish hillside 

63. Still procrastinating... (2 wds.) 
68. Still procrastinating... (2 wds.) 
72. Religious war 

73. Verdi compositions 
74. Sailor 

75. Ardent 

76. Tailor’s concern 

77. Overflows 

78.____ Girl Friday 

79. Snake eyes number 
80. Match Cin cards) 


Down 


7. Teenager’s plight (2 wds.) 
8. Gold, to Pedro 

9. Coastal bird 

10. Play first 


32. Wool weight 
33. Swiss peak 


successfull real estate and Investment entrepreneur. 
Excellent phone/people and Analytical skills required. 
Academics/Education not necessary. Very flexible 
schedule. Call 7806281394 or do@poweroil.ca 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


Cultural Connections Institute: The Learning Exchange 
is looking for volunteers to teach English as a Second 
Language (ESL) to adult newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training is provided. Morning, afternoon, 
and evening shifts available. Call 944-0792. 

Be part of something big. Be a Big Sister or Big Brother. 
We'll match you with a kid who enjoys doing the same 
hings you do. You can also join in lots of great monthly 
group activities. Share just a few hours a week, or 
every second week, having fun. It will make the world 
of difference to a child, and to you. Call Big Brothers 
Big Sisters today at 424-8181 or apply online at www. 
bbbsedmonton.org 


PERSONALS 


t's Party Time! The Edmonton Party Line is a safe and 
easy way to meet new and interesting people. Ladies 
are free! Guys from 5 cents per minute. Ads, jokes, 
stories and more! Try it now! Dial: 44-Party 


Single? Try speed dating with Eightminutedate on 13 
March. Age groups: 20-30, 32-42, and 43-53. Register 
at 457-8535 or www.eightminutedate.ca 


AVALANCHE OF PANCAKES 


Almar and Ethan stood on the rocky edge of the koi pond, 
watching the three-eyed fish swimming just under the 
calm sulphur surface. Almar coughed heavily, sucking in a 
deep breath of the smog-thick air, which burned his throat 
and caused tears to collect at the edges of his eyes. “This 
fairly sucks.” “Il concur,” replied Ethan, while wiping the 
sweat from his forehead. It wasn’t yet ten in the morning, 


30. Actress Downey Jr. 44, Construction plank 
31. List constituent 


A5. Join the army 
46. Euclidean measure 
47. Bluenose, for ex. 


1. Church session 

2. Bad orchard location? 
3.Casa__ 

4, Aggravate 

5, Speak flatulently 

6. Kosher eatery 


Tl. Act without restraint 34. Meadow 48. Some Casanovas 
12. Holiday decoration 35. Hostel A9, Satiric magazine 
13. Outback animal 36. Linda Lavin sitcom 50. Pub’s fare 

14. Stimpy's companion 37. Jeopardy 51. Geologic treasure 
20. Desktop features 39, Runner crafts 52. Order at 6 down 
22. Cry of disgust AO. Lock eyes 53. Moreover 


24. Just____ (2 wds.) 
28. Straggle 


A2. Oak product 
A3. Insincere flattery 


54. Philistines 
56. Sword’s cover 
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and the temperature had already risen above sixty degrees. 
The thick cover of aerosol gasses, carbon emissions and 
bacon grease that surrounded the planet had trapped the 
sun's heat, keeping everything at a slow simmer, even in 
December. “Il can't believe that in nine short months, 
we went from a cold-weather city to a hell on earth.” “If 
only we had done something when we had the chance, 
amented Almar. “If only we had elected Bryant Lukes as 
VP(Academic)! With the position’s limitless power, he 
would have been able to defeat global warming!” “I concur,” 
Ethan replied. “Remember when Lukes promised to throw 
ice cubes at the sun?” “Yeah, he totally would have cooled 
hat mother fucker dowwwwwwn." “And then we wouldn't 
be living in this polluted, dead world.” “And that climnate- 
change induced volcano wouldn't have opened up under 
CAB." “Yeah, that was totally weird.” 


do|ku 


solution, tips and computer su 
programs at www.sudoku.com 


© Puzzles by Pappocom 
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57. Insignificant 
59, Prank 

60. Noble title 
62. A Supreme 
64. Canyon sound 
65. Louts 

66. Comic pooch 
67. Apportion 
68. Tank 

69. Fury 

70. Live and let 


71. French month 
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BITTEN by Robin Sissons 
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SEXY GEEK by Vishaal Rajani & Ross Lockwood 
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“I wonder how long before Stu 
realizes that's one of those plastic 
things for scaring pigeons?” 
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National Défense 
Defence nationale 


Options Les options 
make font 

all the toute la 
difference difference 


No matter what your Peu importe la nature de vos 
university education, études universitaires, vous 
you can enjoy a career pouvez bénéficier d’une 

with a difference in the carriére différente dans 


Canadian Forces. les Forces canadiennes. 


Engineers ¢ Ingénieurs 
Physiotherapists ¢ Physiothérapeutes 
Social Workers ¢ Travailleurs sociaux/ 
Pilots travailleuses sociales 
Doctors ¢ Pilotes 
Nurses ¢ Médecins 
Pharmacists ¢ Infirmiers/infirmiéres 
Naval Officers ¢ Pharmaciens/ 
pharmaciennes 
To learn more, ¢ Officiers de marine 
contact us today. 
Pour obtenir de plus amples 
renseignements, veuillez 
communiquer avec nous 


des aujourd’hui. 


Fight with the Canadian Forces 
Combattez avec les Forces canadiennes 


.-Mam_ CANADIAN FORCES __ 
»<-“ FORCES CANADIENNES www.forces.ca 


1-800-856-8488 
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Spiegelman to draw on forbidden 
images for Speaker Series speech 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 


Senior News Editor 


There are few people the Students’ 
Union would allow to smoke on the 
Myer Horowitz Theatre’s stage—leg- 
endary comic artist Art Spiegelman 
being one of them. 

Spiegelman will be at the University 
of Alberta tomorrow night as part 
of the SU’s Revolutionary Speakers 
Series, where he’s scheduled to discuss 
forbidden images and freedom of 
speech. 

“T’s been interesting to see how 
[comics have] been rejected and held 
at arm’s length by the mainstream 
culture,” Spiegelman said in a phone 
interview. “And yet more and more, 
were living in a world where comics 
are somehow permeating the whole 
culture in the form of cinema, in the 
form of cartoon art, and that cartoon 
art occasionally is running up into 
world events in ways that are creating 
enormous clashes—the most recent is 
the Muhammad cartoons that we're 
living with the hangover of still.” 

Spiegelman is best known as the 
man who depicted Jews as mice 
and the Nazi Germans as cats in the 
graphic novel, MAUS: A Survivor's 
Tale. The work, which described his 
parents’ experiences as Holocaust con- 
centration camp survivors, won him 


the Pulitzer Prize in 1992. However, 
more recently, some of his work has 
raised eyebrows and in some cases 
even faced censorship. 

The June 2006 issue of Harper’s mag- 
azine was pulled from Canadian book- 
shelves by Indigo and Chapters after his 
article, “Drawing Blood: Outrageous 
Cartoons and the Art of Outrage,” 
which focused on Spiegelman’s ideol- 
ogy of forbidden images, faced politi- 
cal controversy in the wake of the 
Muhammad cartoons. 

“T figure, even if I just have to 
read the article out loud to people in 
Canada, [I will], if you want to allow 
discourse to continue,” he said. 

He argues that freedom of speech 
is an appropriate reason for print- 
ing material that could be considered 
offensive, so long as it opens up real 
dialogue and “not when it just beats 
up people who are already being 
beaten up.” 

Spiegelman said that he tendes to 
lean towards the freedom of speech 
side of the equation despite the negative 
consequences it sometimes brings. 

“Even when it leads to insane holo- 


caust denial and speeches or whatever, 
T just tend to have ... 
that discourse eventually leads to 
better understanding,” he said. “That’s 
it’s better to keep arguing about it until 
it lands—so long as blood isn’t being 


faith in the notion 


shed or about to be shed because of 
something said, then the longer solu- 
tion’s the better solution.” 

His goal as a comic artist is to try 
and be entertaining while at the same 
time saying something that needs to 
be said. And since his involvement as 
one of the founding members of the 
American underground comix in the 
60s and ’70s, Spiegelman says he’s 
seen an enormous shift in the way 
society views the role of comics. 

“Things that I thought and was in a 
minority, often of one, in 1966 or ’67 
have become the dominant take now 
that we've moved through a kind of sea 
change of how comics are being seen,” 
he said. “Which is to say, the notion 
of comics might be some sort of art 
doesn’t seem hallucinatory anymore.” 

Spiegelman explained he accepted to 
come speak at the U of A for much of 
the same reason thst he chose to teach 
at Columbia University—because of 
the opportunities for dialogue the 
experiences offer. 

“TUniversities] used to be a place 
where social revolutions could be fer- 
mented. I don’t know if that’s as true 
anymore,” he said. “But it’s about the 
only place where you have the time 
out to actually reflect and think and 
take input without getting caught up 
in the mad squirrel cage run of what 
usually makes up a life.” 


KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 


ONE HUNDRED PER CENT (HU)MAN Dollansky is facing off against Energon-swiping Transformer Soundwave for VPX. 


National outlook for VPX candidate 


JEN HUYGEN 


News Writer 


The position of Vice-President 
(External) acting as the 
Students’ Union’s voice to the commu- 
nity at large and to the provincial gov- 
ernment. This year Steven Dollansky, a 
third-year Science student, is running 


against the Decepticon Soundwave. 


involves 


How do you intend to improve 
the public profile of students 
within the larger community? 


I believe that the first thing we need 
to do is engage students a little bit 
more to get better attended events— 
advocacy-related events—and then 
I think that will really improve 
our profile within the community 
because we'll have a stronger and 
more unified voice. Other than that, I 
think that just being professional and 
really treating people that we need to 
meet with with respect; I think that 
that will really improve the profile of 
students in the public. 


What is the biggest challenge 

you see currently facing the 
relationship between the U of A and 
the provincial government? 


Funding. No question. The University 
needs more money in order to be able 
to do what they want to do. We need 
to make sure that we're lobbying 
with the University in a lot of cases 
and making sure the undergraduate 
voice is heard. We've seen a lot of 
the money that the University does 
receive go to research, and we need 
to see a lot more of that go towards 
the student experience in the class- 
room. I think the key is that we need 
to work with the University in order 
to see them get more funding to 
improve education as a whole. 


The VPX is effectively the 

lobby voice for students. 
How do you plan to coordinate 
national and provincial lobbying 
efforts? 


I think that we need to look into a 
national lobby group, specifically 
CASA (Canadian Alliance of Student 
Associations), and just evaluate whether 
or not we would receive benefits that 
would warrant the investment. I think 
that that’s important and it’s something 
we haven't looked into in the past few 
years and we should. I’d definitely give 
ita thought. At the same time we need to 
continue to work with CAUS (Council 


of Alberta University Students) at a pro- 
vincial level to get our voice heard at that 
level and at the same time I think I’d like 
to see CAUS step up to a national level as 
well, just to get the Alberta student voice 
as a whole heard at the national level. 


If you could improve focus on 

any issue within postsecond- 
ary education, other than the cost of 
tuition, what would it be? 


That would be housing, for sure. I think 
it’s something the Students’ Union 
needs to do more of—work with the 
City and work with the provincial gov- 
ernment to see things like property 
taxes on residences and the power taxa- 
tion be changed. That’s an $850 000-a- 
year hit that the University takes, and 
I'd like to see that funnelled back into 
improved quality and reduced rent. At 
the same time, I’d like to work with 
the City to see more affordable housing 
projects dedicated to students. 


You have five minutes to com- 
pose a haiku on why you should 
be elected. 


This year’s election 
Vote for a human to get 
Realistic results. 


EDMONTON 
COUNTRY BAR 


(LOCATED AT LRT STATION} 


i: 


ROADHOUSE 


We are looking for all staff including: 
MANAGERS 
BARTENDERS 
WAITRESSES 
PORTERS 
DOORSTAFF— 
&prs *——__— 


, ININ GCA 
OTDON N 


*Special consideration given to students 
that can help book parties. 
If interested call rindsey 686.5563 


THE LEGEND CONTINUES... 


PINT NIGHT 


ALL DOMESTIC DRAFT. 


(add $1 for import) 


$1 FROM 6-7PM 


$2 FROM 7-9PM 


" FROM 9-1 1PM 
$4 FROM 11- CLOSE 


NO COVER WITH UofA ID or UofA SKI CLUB ID 


STEAK 
SANDWICH 


10511 WHYTE AVE 
432-5224. DOORS AT 5PM 


4 NEWS 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Mike Otto 


IT'S THE MOST LEGAL DRUGOF ALL 

At 7pm on 28 February, Campus 
Security received a complaint about a 
man trying to peddle illicit substances 
to innocent commuters in the bus loop 
near HUB mall. 

The verboten vendor was tracked 
down and found to be intoxicated. No 
drugs were found, but he was arrested 
for public intoxication and taken down- 
town to the George Spady Centre to 
get sobered up. 


ALL'S WELL THAT STAIRWELL 
At 8:10pm on 28 February, a sketchy 
male was seen entering and leaving a 
number of stairwells in HUB Mall. He 
later met up with another man, and 
Campus Security decided that neither 
together, nor alone, were the two likely 
to be residents of the building. Both 
claimed to have been delivering flyers 
to the residences, but Campus 5-0 
didn’t buy their paper-thin story and 
escorted the dodgy duo off campus. 


DROP IT‘CAUSEIT'SHOT 
At 4:27pm on 3 March, a male was 
seen stealing a computer from a room 
in St Joseph's College. Residents 
chased the laptop larcenist from the 
scene and towards the University LRT; 
the thief dropped the laptop at the top 
of the escalator and ran down into the 
station. 
The creeping culprit is described 
as about 6’ tall and wearing a blue 
winter jacket. Campus Security and 
Edmonton Transit System Security are 
investigating. 


THIS ISN'T NASCAR PINBALL 

At around 2am on 4 March, a car was 
stopped after it was seen hitting the 
meridian and weaving about on 112 
Street. Constables arrested the degen- 
erate drunk driver and the Edmonton 
Police Service was called to the scene. 
Police issued a 24 hour suspension for 
impaired driving to the meridian-bust- 
ing motorist. He was found not to be a 


However, Vice-President (Operations 
and Finance) Chris Cunningham ques- 
tioned whether the decision to fund 
joke candidates was the most beneficial 
way to use student dollars. 

“We are giving money to these 
groups to basically make a joke of the 
whole election process,” Cunningham 
said. “I’m not a big fan of the whole 
joke candidate thing just because it is 
costing us money and you can’t really 
elect these people. So I would ques- 
tion the benefit of having them; I don’t 
think it really adds to the democratic 
process.” 

Even with the existence of joke can- 
didates, policy also ensures that if one 
of them ever did win an election, the 
CRO would be able to hold a by-elec- 
tion instead of Students’ Council having 
to go through the process of voting to 
impeach them. 

While a joke candidate has never 
won an election, Woynorowski noted 
that some have come close, and in posi- 
tions where only one real candidate is 


running, joke candidates ensure that 


Richie Assaly 
Arts | 


If Hillary Clinton can do it, | don’t see why 
alamb can't. Is there a lamb running? If 
Hillary Clinton can put together a cam- 
paign, anybody can, because she’s a, you 
know, Clinton. 


they continue to feel election pressure. 
“Tt causes the real candidates who 
are running against the joke candi- 
dates to perhaps put a little bit more 
effort into their campaign,” she said, 
adding that students drawn in by a 
joke candidate will then also listen to 
the real candidate’s platform. 
But, Woynorowski also noted that 
another concern brought up in Council 
when deciding whether or not to fund 
joke candidates was that having joke 
candidates “makes the election as a 
whole look like a joke.” 
“T don’t know if I would go so far 
as to say it downgrades the election 
process or anything. I just find it frus- 
trating that money is going to these 
campaigns and not to where it could 
be better used,” Cunningham added. 
Alyssa Shariff explained on behalf 
of VP (Student Life) joke candidate, 
Chubby Puff Ball, that part of the 
motivation to run a joke candidate 
came from the realization that students 
living outside the SU bubble pay little 
attention to the student elections. 


“T was on Facebook and I kept 
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Joke candidates drain SU resources: Cunningham 


JOSH NAULT 


PINK EYE Preaching global takeover, Minor brings a lighter side to the election. 


getting these invites to different groups 
that were like ‘so-and-so for President’ 
and it just occurred to me that the can- 
didates are so gung-ho about this but 
the rest of campus really doesn’t care,” 
Shariff said. 

Students may only come out to elec- 
tion forums to see what their favourite 


STREETERS 


This year's SU elections feature an unusually large crop of joke candidates—three running for President, 
one for Vice-President (External) and one for Vice-President (Student Life). 


What do you think about joke candidates? 


Jen Rush 
Molecular 
Genetics III 


They detract from the whole experi- 
ence. Who am | supposed to vote for? 
If somebody’s just there for a gag, what's 
the point? They're wasting my time, their 
time, probably a lot of Students’ Union 
money. It’s just a waste. 


Jay Smith 
Alumni 


It's symptomatic of a general mistrust of 
political bodies and legitimate politicians. 


joke candidate has to say, but Shariff 
pointed out that once they’re there, stu- 
dents will be exposed to the platforms 
of real candidates. 

“T figured my job was kind of to 
get people into the forums and then it 
was the real candidates jobs to actually 
convince them to vote,” Shariff said. 


Glen Dobranski 
Computer 
Science IV 


| think they add some much-needed 
levity; politics is too serious as itis. A few 
years ago | voted for Labattman and the 
Kokanee Kid. If you've got nothing else 
to vote for and you want to still vote, it’s a 
good way to show your support. 


Compiled and photographed by Steve Smith and Ross Prusakowski 


University student. 


Elect Bryant Lukes 
VP Academic 


| encourage you to 
educate yourself on 
the climate problem. 


¢ Climate change should 
be taught at our 
Universities as 
mandatory. 


Utilize the cutting edge 
of educational 
technology. 


March 7 and 8 


“Has the Charter Been For 
Crime Control? 
Reflecting on 25 Years of 
Constitutional Criminal 
Procedure in Canada” ° 


Professor James Stribopoulos 
Osgoode Hall Law School, York University 


Tuesday, March 13, 2007 
4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 


Fine Arts Building, Room 220 
University of Alberta : 


This lecture is open to the public. 


( CENTRE for CONSTITUTIONAL STUDIES 
Centre d’études constitutionnelles 


www.law.ualberta.ca/centres/ccs 
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SCOTT LILWALL 
Deputy News Editor 


Along with the executive positions, 
students will be voting on a plebi- 
scite concerning the future of the 
University and Students’ 
exclusivity contract with Coca-Cola. 
Brock Richardson, a fourth-year polit- 
ical science student, is the campaign 
manager for the Yes side, while fifth- 
year political science major, Denise 
Ogonoski, heads up the No cam- 


paign. 


Union’s 


What benefit would the student 
body see by voting for your side? 


Brock Richardson: If we say Yes to this, 
first off, we eliminate a two-year period 
[under the current contract] where we 
get nothing and we guarantee that 
until 2015 students will be getting an 
average of $524 000 year directly into 
scholarships and bursaries and student 
services. So I think the benefit is very 
clear. Especially when affordability of 
education is such an issue. 


Denise Ogonoski: First of all, you get 
choice at the University. The Yes side 
says that you can go to Mac’s and buy 
your own drink or go to a water foun- 
tain, but really, I don’t know if that’s 
good enough. We're not saying “ban 
Coke,” but we're saying provide choice 
to people. Coke’s still going to be on 
campus, obviously. But we think there 
are better alternatives, and we think 
there are a lot of intelligent people 
on campus who can think of a better 
way provide this choice to people on 
campus. Decision-making is 
thing that’s not really being given to 
students right now, with Coke having 
the monopoly. Coke’s doing it for us, 
and we just need to take that back. And 
I think that is a really big benefit to 


students. 


some- 


The ethical purchasing policy that 
the Students’ Union has is something 
that benefits everybody and they're 
obviously not following it. So theyre 
not following it and they're also obli- 
gated to stop the contract with a com- 
pany like Coke, because it doesn’t meet 
even the lowest ethical standards. 


Given the campus response to the 
Coke debate, it seems to be a con- 
tentious issue among students. Why 
do you think there are such strong 
feelings on both sides of the Coca-Cola 


issue? 


Richardson: I think that the thing 
that causes the problem on both sides 
is that there are a lot of myths about 
the deal, and that people are basi- 
cally boiling it down to money versus 
ethics. It’s not money versus ethics, 


because even if Coca-Cola does have 
questionable ethics—and I think 
that is the strongest that the No side 
has been able to put out there, that 
they are questionable—the option of 
getting Coke off campus, the option of 
absolving us of any moral guilt, which 
is what some people want to feel, isn’t 
there. Because we can’t get Coke off 
campus. We're only the [Students’ 
Union], the University is still going to 
sign a deal. And even if the SU wanted 
to get them out of [the Students’ 
Union Building], we couldn’t for two 
years anyway. So getting rid of Coke 
isn’t an option here. 


Ogonoski: Because there was such a 
huge movement trying to raise aware- 
ness against what Coke is doing and its 
effects on our campus and our students 
this whole year. It’s been going on since 
September. When this plebiscite came 
up, it was already an emotional issue. 
So the fact that there’s a plebiscite on 
it just condensed it. When you have a 
movement of any sort, there is always 
going to be a reaction to that move- 
ment. We have a strong movement 
going regarding raising awareness 
about Coke, and that’s why there’s an 
equally strong reaction against that, 
because you're going to get a strong 
reaction to a strong movement. 


Given the fines that have been 

levied the No side (amounting to 
$900), some have expressed concerns 
that it may have affected the validity 
of this vote. What is your response to 
that? 


Richardson: | don’t think that that’s 
going to affect the validity of the vote. 
When it comes down to it, there are 
so many different ways of getting the 
message out there, of informing stu- 
dents of what’s going on. I don’t think 
that [the No side] having a very sub- 
stantially diminished campaign budget 
is really going to affect their ability to 
get their message out there if they chose 
to really push it. It’s good that we have 
two sides in this referendum. I mean, if 
you look at the U-Pass, there’s only one 
side there. I think that that’s a problem 
when these things occur, because you 
don’t have anyone running for office, 
you just have people picking a side. 
Money is only one of the issues, because 
that [can] only produce campaign 
materials, but there are so many other 
things that people are doing: classroom 
speaking, talking to kids one-on-one, 
producing very cheap materials, which 
are easily done by anyone. 


Ogonoski: We've had to become a lot 
more creative, like word of mouth 
especially, so we have been doing a lot 
of campaigning in different ways. We 


KRYSTINA SULATYCKI 
SHAKING IT UP Richardson urges students to vote Yes, but Ogonoski and No side volunteer Angelica Quejada say “nay.” 


‘Two sides square off over Coke 


don’t have fancy posters up all over 
the place, obviously. But we’ve been 
doing a lot of classroom speaking 
and tableing. We have handbills that 
don’t cost a lot of money that are very 
much person-to-person campaigning. 
It’s highly effective for us, because it 
gives us a chance to explain the issues 
fully to people. I think it’s still a valid 
question to pose, even with the fine, 
personally. 


What do you think is the future 
of exclusivity agreements on 
Canadian campuses? 


Richardson: First of all, who do you 
want to be business partners with, and 
that’s probably what’s on the mind of 
a lot of universities and colleges across 
the country. If this was a decision on 
if we were choosing whether we want 
Coke on campus or not, I think that this 
whole plebiscite would be playing out 
very differently, because I think that is 
a different issue entirely. That’s not the 
choice here. I think the other choice 
that has to be made here by college and 
university is that, because government 
funding seems to be going down and 
down every year, there is the need to 
explore alternative funding methods 
and alternative ways of actually getting 
results for students. Because, I think it’s 
okay to bark up the same tree for years, 
but if you’re not accomplish anything 
for students, that’s a problem. 


Ogonoski: | can’t predict the future, 
but I think that people are smart. 
People in universities are smart. 
Theyre going to realize that this isn’t 
a good idea. I don’t know what they're 
going to choose as an alternative, but I 
think that they are going to realize that 
these exclusivity contracts aren’t right, 
and they are going to find their own 
alternatives by finding out what they 
need, what works best for them. Not 
what works best for a large company 
like Coke, that violates human rights 
and environmental standards. So, I 
think there is going to be a reaction 
to these, because it’s already started; 
i's happened in the [United States] 
already, so I think Canadian campuses 
are going to follow suit. 


You have five minutes to write a 
haiku explaining why students 
should vote for your side. 


Richardson: 

Do the pragmatic 

Thing scholarships bursaries 
Half of a million 


Ogonoski: 

Stick to the issue? 

What of ethics, choice, power 
Coke’s hardly worth it 


Fact: Automatonophobia is the irrational fear of statues, mannequins, dummies, 
or any other intimate object that represents a sentient being. 


Fact: Gateway News meetings, held on Fridays at 3pm in 3-04 SUB, is an 
automatonophobic-friendly environment. We have a strict “burn all ventriloquist 
dummy” policy. They might not all be evil, but we don't like taking chances. 


news@gateway.ualberta.ca 
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Seriously scared of dummies since 1910 


STUDENTS COUNCIL & GFC 
NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN 


Nomination packages are now available for Students’ Council 
and General Faculties Council Students’ Council is the highest 
governing body of the Students’ Union, and General Faculties 
Council is the highest governing academic body of the University. 


THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE: 


Agriculture, Forestry, Native Studies 
and Home Economics 1 SU Seat 
2 SU Seats 1 GFC Seat 
2 GFC Seats Nursing 
2 SU Seats 
Arts 
8 SU Seats 2 GFC Seats 
8 GFC Seats Open Studies 
Business 2 SU Seat 
3 SU Seats Physical Education 
3 GFC Seats and Recreation 
; 1 SU Seat 
Education 
4SU Seats 1 GFC Seat 
4 GFC Seats Pharmacy 
: : 1 SU Seat 
Engineering 
5 SU Seats 1 GFC Seat 
4 GFC Seats Faculte St. Jean 
1 SU Seat 
Law 
1 SU Seat 1. GFC Seat 
1 GFC Seat Science 
‘ee 5 9 SU Seats 
Medicine and Dentistry 
1 SU Seat 8 GFC Seats 
2 GFC Seats 


To download a Nomination Package or find out more about these 
positions, please visit the Elections Website or the Chief Returning 
Officer (Room 3 — 02K SUB) 


THE NOMINATION DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, MARCH 13 @ 17:00 


wote 


www.su.ualberta.ca/vote 
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FACT: The Neanderthals 
brain was bigger than yours is. 


FACT: The Neanderthals 
never made a newspaper. 


News meetings: 


Fridays at 3pm 
in 3-04 SUB 
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Proving size doesn't matter since 1910. 


GOLDEN BEARS 
© 
PANDAS 


Canada West Final 


Golden Bears Hockey 


vs. Saskatchewan Huskies 
Friday & Saturday, March 9 & 10 @ 7:30pm 
Sunday, March 11 @ 7:00pm *If necessary 
Clare Drake Arena 


YOUR UNIVERSITY « YOUR TEAMS © YOUR SEAT IS READY 
492-BEAR / 451-8000 www.bears.ualberta.ca 


‘ 


The Ultimate Party Package 


- Free Camera 

Free Tanning Minutes 

- Free Spa Certificate 

Free Gym Passes 

- A Guaranteed Evening of Fun!! 


ALL FREE OF CHARGE 


CALL SANDRA AT 289.8799 
10368-Whyte Ave 2ndLevel  stollis@telus.net | www-stollis.ca 


ai Dink 57614 
THIRSTY ANYTHING GOES LONG WEEEKND 
THURSDAYS FRIDAYS SUNDAYS 


- Gift Certificate 
- No Line, No Cover before 11pm 

- Customized printed invitations 

- Complimentry Bottle of Champagne 
- Reserved Section 


MID-WEEK 


$2 Hi-Balls 


$2Hi-Balls 9 $2 Heals 


Until 11pm $2 Hi-Balls 


Until 11pm 


$2 Hi-Balls 
Until 11pm 


$2 Hi-Balls 


$3.75 Kokanee Until 11pm 


ALL NIGHTI 


STOLLIS PROUDLY 
SERVES 


okanee 


VICTOR VARGAS 
News Staff 


Although the original nomination 
deadline had to be extended because 
ofa lack of candidates, three people are 
now running for Board of Governors 
representative: Prem Eruvbetine, Paul 
Chiswell and Adam Guiney. 


How do you see the role of the 

BoG representative as differing 
from the SU President’s role on the 
Board? 


Prem Eruvbetine: Well, for starters, 
the Students’ Union President has a 
whole office behind her, so she has 
more resources, she has more plans, 
she has got ambition for the SU in 
general and the Board of Governors is 
one of the many faces of her respon- 
sibilities. But the Board of Governors 
rep is primarily just catering for the 
Board of Governors. 


Paul Chiswell: The Students’ Union 
President has a lot more encompass- 
ing in their job description. So they 
have to worry about SU services, the 
SU machinery, whereas the Board of 
Governors representative is represent- 
ing all students at [that] level. They 
can give it much more attention than 
the SU President can. The SU President 
has much more in term of funds and 


@ resources at their disposal, and the 
F Board of Governors representative can 


use that to their advantage if they work 
together. That way you are leveraging 
your votes and you automatically start 
off with a united front among stu- 
dents. 


Adam Guiney: I think the role is 
differentiated primarily because the 
way the positions are structured. The 
President is directly responsible to the 
Students’ Council, first and foremost. 
However, 
isn’t quite structured the same and 
he is more of a student-at-large. So 
therefore his opportunity is to speak 
[for] students in general, whereas the 
President would primarily take the role 
of speaking on behalf of the Students’ 
Union at the Board level. That’s not to 
say they can’t work together and com- 
municate and agree on a lot of issues. 


the Board of Governors 


The annual tuition decision is 
the highest profile activity of 
BoG. How would you approach it? 


Eruvbetine: Well for starters, get 
student voices heard. Recently the 
tuition has been somewhat frozen and 
turnf[ed] back, and it’s been a posi- 
tive step so far. And of course there is 
still more room for improvement. The 
main influence they have is by lobbying 
the individual governors on the Board, 
so that’s another approach that could be 
taken—you go to each individual gov- 
ernor and get them to see, rationalize 
with them, present a good argument to 


them and then hope for the best. 


Chiswell: Tuition is the most highly 
debated and most covered topic of 
the Board of Governors. I think that 
what’s important is that the Board of 
Governors has a plan when it comes 
to tuition instead of increasing tuition 
every year on an ad-hoc basis. One of 
the things that is important for the 
Board of Governors to do, though, is 
to demand a strategic plan to improve 
the quality undergraduate experience. 
If tuition is going up, so should the 
quality of the undergraduate educa- 
tion. And I think it’s important to look 
at both of those as similar topics. 


Guiney: I think, what we do is, pri- 
marily as students, is when we say no 
to a tuition increase, we are actually 
sending a message to the government. 
Because this is sort of a streamline pro- 
cess between moving from the gov- 
ernment to the Board of Governors to 
the University to the students. And so 
by advocating that we shouldn’t raise 
tuition, we are sending a message to 
the government. When it comes to 
issues such as tuition, we have to put 
up a good argument, which there are 
many, there are many sound argu- 
ments against tuition increases. And 
when the time comes, we will advo- 
cate all of them. 


Besides tuition, what issues do 

you think are most important 
to students, and how would you 
approach them? 
Eruvbetine: Almost everything, 
because [the] Board of Governors deals 
with everything financial. So things 
from education quality by releasing 
funds for new teachers for study space, 
allocating study space, and all that. So 
that’s just education quality. There is 
also the aspect of residences, they deal 
with residence increases, everything 
about residences and they are respon- 
sible for the future of the University, 
so new buildings, new residences, 
new facilities like a new Van Vilet and 
what not. Anything that has to do with 
funding, the Board of Governors will 
be responsible for it. 


Chiswell: The University should take a 
long-term approach to improving the 
quality of the undergraduate educa- 
tion. Right now they are always focused 
on being the number one research. 
[President] Indira [Samarasekera] says 
that undergraduate education is a pri- 
ority but we need to see some concrete 
examples. Onething thatthe University 
can do is increase the emphases that 
are placed on, for example, professors 
incentives for them is to do research. 
And what the University should do 
is place teaching quality at the same 
place as research excellence. So ifa 
professor is excellent at teaching, they 
should be able to receive the same 
raise as the bonuses and promotions. 


tuesday, 6 march, 2007 


JOSH NAULT 
GETTING ON BOARD Guiney, Chiswell and Eruvbetine speak to students at the Myer Horowitz forum yesterday. 


BoG hopefuls zero in on teaching, tuition 


Guiney: One of the biggest things we 
have to look at when you are looking 
at the Board of Governors, is think- 
ing in terms of a corporation. One 
of the things .. is bringing in more 
professors, [and] professors of higher 
prestige. In addition, they are also focus- 
ing on a lot of research and develop- 
ment, as well as graduate students. 
Being elected by undergrads, I’m going 
to advocate that, no, undergrads should 
havea primary focus because they are in 
fact the foundation of graduate students. 
So, it would only make sense to consider 
them when you are looking at a long- 
term vision. The second thing I really 
want to focus on is student scholarships 
and bursaries. [And] the loan program, 
which needs very fundamental reform. 


The BoG nomination deadline 

was extended due to lack of can- 
didates. What made you change your 
mind and run? 


Eruvbetine: Well, for starters, to 
be honest, that I didn’t even real- 
ize that I wanted to be a Board of 
Governors rep. When I saw that no 
ohe was going to run, I was somewhat 
disappointed that no one wanted to 
take up the responsibility and I figured 
that I really wanted to do this. By no 
one wanting to do it, it kind of made 
up my mind that I wanted to do this. 


Chiswell: | think it’s very important 
that students represent other students 
on the Board. It’s an excellent oppor- 
tunity for students to communicate 
what’s important to them and when 
I saw that no one did that, I wanted 
to make sure that students had a rep- 
resentative. I really think that the 
issue the quality of education and the 
level of the undergraduate experience 
needed to improve. 


Guiney: | was intending to run for 
the Board position for next year. 
When I heard no one had put their 
name forward, I was just concerned 
because the Board of Governors, it 
the highest strategic body in the col- 
lege and sets the long-term vision. 
Thus it is fundamentally important to 
the success of student advocacy that 
we have someone who can represent 
student views. 


You have five minutes to write 
a haiku on why you should be 
elected. 


Eruvbetine couldn’t write a haiku he 
was willing to submit. 


Chiswell: 

Tuition goes up, 

Students keep getting screwed 
Paul will represent. 


Guiney: 

BoG is the board that hordes 

The keys, fees, use me’s 

So please, take ease. Vote Adam Guiney 
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n 7 & 8 March undergraduate 

students can vote for or 

against the implementation 
of a Universal Transit Pass (U-Pass). 
If approved, starting September 2007, 
the U-Pass would give undergraduate 
students unlimited access to Edmonton, 
St Albert and Strathcona County's 
regular transit services for a mandatory 
fee of $75 per student, per term. 


The University of Alberta Students’ 
Union has been talking about a U- 
Pass, since 1998. But, it wasn’t until 
21 October, 2003 that then-Arts 
councillor Heather Wallace and 
then-Science councillor Shawna 
Pandya put forward a motion in 
Students’ Council to draft a refer- 
endum question asking students if 
they would be willing to pay a man- 
datory fee for a U-Pass. 


In March 2004, 63 per cent of 
student voters approved the 
U-Pass referendum at a maxi- 
mum fee of $60 per student, per 
semester. However, the Edmonton 
Transit System (ETS) said that it 
would need a minimum of $120 
per student, per semester in order 
to implement the U-Pass at break- 
even rate. The SU was left trying to 
find outside financial support to fill 
the funding gap. 


fi 


The Road to U-Pass 


On 17 October 2006, Students’ Council passed a motion brought forward 
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In’ July 2005, Edmonton City 
Councillor Kim Krushell and Lorna 
Stewart from ETS made a presenta- 
tion to Students’ Council reiterating 
why $120 per student, per term was 
needed to offset the operating costs 
of the program. However, Krushell 
stressed at the time that the City of 
Edmonton didn't expect students to 
shoulder the whole cost. She said that 
the City would help the SU find other 
sources of funding for the program— 
including approaching the University 
Administration. 


In September 2005, Grant 
MacEwan College student 
representatives came on 
board and joined U-Pass 
negotiations. 


On 18 September, 2006, St 
Albert City Council announced 
they would commit to subsidiz- 
ing a U-Pass at $90 per student, 
per term. 


On 10 October, 2006, the City of 


In November 2006, final approval from City Council ensured a $1.7 mil- 
lion commitment in municipal funding for the U-Pass. Strathcona County 
was then the only district left to outline its commitment to the U-Pass, 
which would give undergraduate and graduate students at the University 
of Alberta and Grant MacEwan College unlimited access to transit within 


the three city districts. 


by Vice-President (External) Dave Cournoyer to hold a second U-Pass ref- 
eq crendum during the spring SU elections. According to the referendum ques- 
tion, the U-Pass would cost $75 per student per semester with the remaining 
costs being covered by other sources. 


TRANSIT CENTRE 
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September 2007. 


Edmonton's Transport and Public Works 
Committee's approved funding the U-Pass 
at $30 per student per term. 


In February 2007, Strathcona County Council becomes the 
last of the three municipalities to approve funding the U- 
Pass at $30 per student per term. On 16 February, 2007, 
83 per cent of graduate students approved a mandatory 
U-Pass fee totalling $75 per student per term to begin 


NATALIE CLIMENHAGA 


Senior News Editor 


Current Vice-President (External) Dave 
Cournoyer is running the Yes side of the U- 
Pass referendum. 


What makes the U-Pass an attractive 
option for students? 


I think affordability is the key. At $75 a 
semester, the U-Pass breaks down to $18.75 
a month—which equals one round trip a 
week—for unlimited access to regular ser- 
vice provided by Edmonton Transit, St Albert 
Transit and Strathcona County Transit. So, it’s 
a really good deal for students and it provides 
an opportunity for students to take advantage 
of affordable alternative transit in getting to 
campus and around the city. 


Why should students who don’t cur- 
rently use public transit support 


this referendum? 


The affordability factor equals one round 
trip a week for four months with the $75 a 
term. So for example, if you’re on campus 
and you want to take the bus down to 
Whyte Ave or take the LRT downtown and 
come back, that’s basically what the cost of 
the U-Pass costs for unlimited access. So it 
really is affordable and provides an alterna- 
tive for people if you don’t want to drive. 
I know, like myself as someone who’s in 
residence, I live in East Campus Village and 
I don’t have a car and I’m in walking dis- 
tance of all my classes, but just having the 
opportunity to have an affordable bus pass 


like that is huge. 


Why do you think no one is running 
the No side of the referendum? 


Because it’s a good deal and everybody 
would like to vote Yes. 


How will implementing the U-Pass 
help address transit issues on campus? 


The U-Pass is part of the University’s 
greater Traffic Demand Management strat- 
egy in order to alleviate a lot of the traffic 
congestion on campus. So for people who 
do drive cars to campus, it will alleviate the 
pressure on the roads with more students 
taking public transit and it will [make it] 
easier to find parking spaces. But it will cut 
down on the traffic congestion as well as it 
will address a lot of environmental issues 
with pollution. 


You have five minutes to write a haiku 
on why students should vote Yes on 
the U-Pass referendum? 


75 bucks 
The U-Pass is a great deal 
Vote Yes to U-Pass 


KIM SMITH 
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Fall 2007/Winter 2008 Registration Information 


The upcoming registration season is just around the corner! 


Prepare for Fall 2007/Winter 2008 Registration in Bear Tracks 


1. Check your Enrolment Appointment in Bear Tracks (your registration date and time) 
‘Academics’ > ‘View Enrollment Appointment’ 
¢ note your registration date and time 
¢ use the provided links to review your Faculty specific information online 


Available March 6 


Review your unofficial transcript to assist you with program planning 
‘Academics’ > ‘View Your Unofficial Transcript’ 


Available NOW 


Check out the 2007-2008 Course Listings and Class Schedule 


‘Course and Class Information’ 


Available NOW 


Remember to clear any financial holds 


‘Personal Portfolio’ > ‘View Financial Holds’ 


Available NOW 


Register for the Fall 2007 and Winter 2008 Terms in Bear Tracks 


1. Login to Bear Tracks on or after your enrolment appointment date Late March/Early April 


Register in your courses Register early for best 


‘Academics’ > ‘Register in a Class’ class selection 


Review your registration by viewing your class timetable 
‘Academics’ > ‘View My Class Timetable’ 


Undergraduate Students—remember to pay your confirmation deposit. Deadline August 15 


Other Online Registration Materials 


Bear Tracks User Guide 


(to guide you through the registration process on Bear Tracks) 


Available NOW 
www.registrar.ualberta.ca/btguide 


2007-2008 University of Alberta Online Calendar 


Choose to use the convenient, environmentally friendly Online Calendar 


« Easy to use « Accessible 24/7 


« Easy to navigate « No trees used 
e Fewer hassles—no line ups 


Available March 15 


www.registrar.ualberta.ca/calendar 


Bear Tracks—It’s Convenient, It’s Quick Check out the Undergraduate Awards and Bursaries at: 


https://www.beartracks.ualberta.ca www.registrar.ualberta.ca/awards 


OPINION 


Rock the 
fucking vote 
already 


ISN’T APATHY A WONDERFUL THING? SISTER TO 
ignorance, it can be the lazy man’s back door out of 
even the most volatile of discussions. Every time I’m 
faced with a difficult and controversial topic of con- 
versation, I simply reply with, “I don’t care enough 
to form an opinion.” It’s saved my ass on everything 
from peace in the Middle East and tolerance of others’ 
religions to the latest-breaking news on Anna Nicole 
Smith’s post-mortem legal troubles. 

Now that March has rolled around again, we've 
come to the special time that is the annual Students’ 
Union elections. Even the most indifferent of stu- 
dents can’t help but notice the hundreds of posters 
plastered around University buildings and the classes 
interrupted by campaigning candidates, hocking 
their political wares in little two-minute packages. 
Not only is this time of year the biggest for politi- 
cal activity, it’s also the most overt example of mass 
student apathy. 

Living in a culture where we're constantly bom- 
barded with advertisements and messages to buy 
something or think a certain way, we've developed a 
subconscious means of filtering everything out—and 
why shouldn’t we? We're already leading such busy 
and hectic lives. Do we really have time to care about 
the thousand-and-one catch phrases and slogans we're 
bombarded with everyday? 

And surely, you have more important things to do 
than worry about SU elections. You could be rushing 
to your Econ mid-term, studying with that cute girl 
who gave you her number, falling asleep in the back 
row of Philosophy 102, stuffing your face with a 
deliciously artery-clogging Wildcat donair, screaming 
your lungs out at a Bears hockey game or drowning 
your sorrows over the Ryan Smyth trade in beer up at 
RATT. Why should you be worrying about a bunch of 
no-name politicians whose job descriptions are more 
foreign to you than the contents of your Psych 495 
textbook? Because they’re responsible for how you 
accomplish everything else in a day in your life as a 
student—that’s why. 

It may seem trivial or clichéd to hear the same 
“importance of voting” speech over and over again, 
but just like your mother kept telling you to wash 
your hands after you took a leak, there’s a good reason 
for it. These people are responsible for your time and 
money on campus, and more importantly, your voice. 
It’s unfortunately true that nobody actually listens to 
a lone individual standing in a crowd, no matter how 
loud he’s shouting. They look to the representatives of 
the people to speak for us. Do you really want some- 
one whose platform you don’t agree with putting 
words in your mouth? 

This year’s ballot especially provides a number of 
important reasons to vote. Sadly, a great majority of 
candidates themselves are simply mediocre. Thanks 
to the beauty of the “none of the above” option, 
however, you can tell the powers that be that you're 
simply not satisfied with the options. We don’t have 
to choose between the lesser of the evils when there 
are better choices out there. Force a by-election on 
the candidates who aren’t cut out for the job, and get 
somebody competent to do it. 

Arguably even more influential are the U-Pass 
referendum and the Coke plebiscite—both substan- 
tial issues whose outcome will determine how much 


you will give to and get from your Students’ Union 
in coming years. And inform yourself on both topics 
before you vote, because there’s nothing worse than 
uninformed voters skewing the ballots. 

While these few words of wisdom likely won't 
change many apathetic opinions, at least consider 
taking an extra 20 minutes to get informed and hit 
one of the many polling stations around campus. 
Like it or not, the outcome of this year’s elections are 
a lot more important to us than this week’s finalists 
on America’s Next Top Model—though that Natasha 
Galkina girl is pretty dreamy ... 


MIKE KENDRICK 


& Production Editor 


LETTERS 


Pressuring pop company 
produces results 


(Re: “Cracking a cold case," 1 March). 
Mr Gaumont states that “our SU 
ought to sever any and all ties” with 
companies proven to be unethical. 
He then discusses potential ways 
Coke may or may not be involved, 
and attempts to justify why Coke can 
act negligently or encourage/support 
abysmal working conditions. Next, 
he criticizes attempts to tear down a 
“corporate monolith.” In this context, 
why is this such a negative endeavor? 
International organizations exist to 
pressure companies like Coca-Cola 
o change. Definitely not an exclu- 
ive list, these groups include the 
nternational Labour Organization, 
uman Rights Watch, Amnesty 
nternational and United Nations 
uman Rights Commission. In 
eturn, companies attempt to justify 
and/or deny their direct involvement 
or complicity in these horrific situa- 
ions. Articles like Mr Gaumont's 
don't help. 
Let’s look at a different company: 
Royal/Dutch Shell. They denied coll- 
uding with Nigerian governments, 
purchasing weapons for Nigerian 
security forces, and remained silent 
while the government slaughtered 
people in the name of oil. Yet after 
significant pressure from the above 
groups combined with massive 
pressure from the general interna- 
ional community (that means us) 
hey changed their business poli- 
cies and admitted their involvement. 
They now speak out against human 
ights abuses within their countries 
of operation. International pressure 
rom universities, organizations and 
individuals forced this change. 
Returning to Coke, look at 
Guatemala: after international press- 
ure through the 1980s, Coke took 
action to stop human rights violations 
occurring in their bottling plant. They 
bought out the owners who were 
accused of working with paramilitar- 
ies; the staff's safety has significantly 
improved. 
We don't have to say “a corpo- 
ration is legally obligated to earn a 
return” and brush off deaths and 
gross environmental = damage. 
Companies can still turn a profit by 
going green and supporting their 
workers. Shell recognized _ this: 
healthy workers are happy, more 
productive workers; happy commu- 
nities are more supportive and safe 
communities to work with. 
Respecting human rights can 
be good for business. International 
pressure (again that includes us) 
makes a difference. We need to stop 
giving corporations an excuse and 
start holding them accountable for 
their roles in human rights violation 
and environmental degradation. 
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Now hear this, SU 


| want to applaud Mr Gaumont 
for pointing out that the Students’ 
Union abides by an Ethical Business 
Partners policy, which forbids it from 
conducting business with compa- 
nies guilty of human rights abuses 
or environmental negligence. In 
instances where the Students’ Union 
is unable to sever business ties due 
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STUDENTS UNION ELECTION BALLOT 


AMANDA HENRY (JOKE) 


MICHAEL JANZ (JOKE) 


Copy LAWRENCE (JOKE) 


Ursa MINor (JOKE) 
Cuuck Norris (JOKE) 
GEORGE RHO (JOKE) 


None OF THE ABOVE 


to contractual obligations, the policy 
states that upon expiry the contract 
will not be renewed. The policy also 


states that members of the Students’ 
Union have a right to lodge a com- 
plaint regarding any company with 
which the Students’ Union currently 


aint will be heard and ruled upon 
by the Executive Committee. 

Surely then, if a complaint was 
odgedregarding Coca-Cola’salleged 
abuses, the Executive would have 
no problem hearing the complaint 
and coming to a decision about the 
evidence presented. Now if as Mr 
Gaumont claims, evidence against 
Coke is “little and circumstantial,” the 
Executive should have no problem 
hearing and ruling on such a com- 
plaint. Perhaps then Mr Gaumont 
can tell me why a complaint lodged 
with the Executive Committee on 
January 23 regarding Coca-Cola's 
ethical practices has not been heard 
yet, and why inquiries to determine 
when the hearing will occur have 
been ignored. The Students’ Union 
must be accountable to its stake- 
holders—that is, undergraduate stu- 
dents. Ignoring a complaint about its 
compliance with the Ethical Business 
Partners policy does not bode well 
or accountability or the Students’ 
Union's commitment to corporate 
social responsibility. 
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STEPHANIE SHANTZ 


Arts IV 


Gateway reportage leaves 
bitter aftertaste 


The Gateway’s lack of balance on 
the Coca-Cola issue is rather dis- 
appointing. Rather than thoroughly 
exploring allegations against the cor- 
poration, the Gateway seems more 
focused on using blanket genera 
izations about the allegations an 
the people making them, in order t 
completely dismiss the issue. Thi 
does little to increase student know 
edge or discourse, which should be 
the Gateway’s primary aim. 

One thing | was deeply alarmed by 
was the claim of “smear campaigns 
against Coke in India.” Communities 
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T po A PRETTY 
GOOD WOLVERINE 
IMPRESSION. 


in many parts of India suffer severe 
water shortages due to drought, a 
problem that is exacerbated in those 
communities where Coca-Cola bot- 
tling plants are operational. Contrary 
to claims that Coke is not respon- 
sible for the decline of the ground 
water table, the Central Ground 
Water Board has found the facto- 
ries such as the one in [Kaladera] 
indiscriminately exploiting ground 
water reserves from deep aquifers. 
In several communities, Coca-Cola 
was distributing its solid waste to 
farmers as “fertilizer.” When this 
substance was tested by the BBC it 
was found to contain both cadmium 
and lead, meaning it was effectively 
oxic sludge. Coca-Cola stopped 
he practice of distributing its toxic 
waste only when ordered to do so by 
he state government. 

The presence of high levels o 
pesticides in Coca-Cola products 
was confirmed by tests conducted 
by a variety of agencies, including 
he government of India. As a result, 
he Parliament of India has banned 
he sale of Coca-Cola in its cafeteria, 
However, Coca-Cola continues to sel 
drinks laced with poisons in India. 

Protests against Coca-Cola are 
requent across India, as citizens 
continue to demand prosecution 
against the company under the 
Environmental Protection Act. To 
suggest that this is nothing but a 
“smear campaign” is insulting not 
only to the Western activists devoted 
to this issue, but also to the people of 
India whose very lives and livelihoods 
are being affected by this multina- 
tional’s exploitation of the resources 
they depend on for survival. 


AMITA SHARMA 


Arts IV 


U-Pass a free ride for some 


While current bus users undoubtedly 
will benefit from a U-Pass, it is grossly 
unfair to ignore other students who 
will not. Students living outside of 
participating transit areas or where 
service is poor will not benefit from a 
U-Pass. More importantly, students 
who currently walk or cycle in order to 


CONAL PIERSE 


save cash to pay for ever-rising tuition 
loads will be burdened by yet another 
fee, this time imposed by fellow stu- 
dents. It is not fair that needy students 
will, in many cases, subsidize the tran- 
sit costs of students who are perfectly 
able to pay for their own bus passes. 
A true policy to help needy students 
with transit costs would take the form 
of a student-administered bursary 
which could target money to those 
who need it most. Progressive social 
policy, the U-Pass is not. 
Second, on the environmental 
point, it is hard to believe that a U- 
Pass will cause car users to happily 
brave -30 C weather to wait 20 
minutes at a bus stop—if they really 
wanted to save money so badly, 
hey would already take public tran- 
sit. More likely, the U-Pass will push 
environmentally clean walkers and 
cyclists into using buses since i 
will now be “free.” This will hurt the 
environment. 
Moreover, economics dictates tha 
pollution is curbed when polluters 
must pay the cost of polluting so they 
either stop polluting, or clean up wha 
hey create. The U-Pass does the 
exact opposite: it gives, literally, a free 
ide on unrestricted bus usage which 
encourages increased bus travel, and 
herefore increased emissions. A true 
environmental initiative would plant 
ees or buy rainforests for preserva- 
ion, not eliminate incentives to walk 
short distances. 
The U-Pass is neither a fair means 
of reducing student travel costs nor 
an effective way to preserve the 
environment; it is simply a way for 
bus users to get their transit sub- 
sidized by everyone else. As a bus 
user, | don’t want my transit costs 
reduced on the backs of those who 
are less able to pay than me. Please 
take the side of your fellow students 
who don't use the bus and can't 
afford to pay another $150 per year: 
vote against the U-Pass. 


MUSTAFA HIRJI 
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Letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building or e-mailed 
to letters @gateway.ualberta.ca. 


